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IN    REPLY    REFER    TO: 


This  survey,  conducted  by  MBCC  in  1977-78,  represents  our  continuing 
efforts  to  determine  public  attitudes  toward  Montana's  criminal  justice 
system.  We  believe  that  an  assessment  of  these  opinions,  and  information 
concerning  victimization  rates  and  unreported  crime,  is  crucial  if  we  are 
to  adequately  help  plan  for  the  growth  and  development  of  criminal  justice 
systems  in  this  state. 

This  is  the  third  in  a  series  of  surveys  conducted  by  the  board.   We 
believe  that  these  periodic  efforts  can  be  instrumental  in  helping  this  and 
other  agencies  to  work  towards  fulfilling  the  needs  and  desires  of  Montana's 
citizens,  as  such  needs  and  such  desires  relate  to  criminal  justice  systems. 

I  wish  to  thank  those  Montanans  who  took  the  time  and  trouble  to 
participate  in  this  effort;  it  was  and  is  their  input  which  make  projects 
such  as  this  possible  and  worthwhile. 


Mike  A.  VLajrit 
Administrator 
Montana  Board  of  Crime  Control 


The  MBCC  attempts  to  improve  its  planning  effort  with  public  opinion 
surveys  dealing  with  Montana's  criminal  justice  system.   Surveys  were  conducted 
in  1976  and  1977.   This  report  contains  the  results  of  the  1977  survey  and  com- 
pares those  results  with  those  of  the  1976  survey. 

The  1977  criminal  justice  survey  was  made  up  of  four  "modules",  each  relating 
to  a  separate  component  of  the  criminal  justice  system:   law  enforcement  (including 
victimization,  crime  reporting,  crimes  feared),  corrections,  courts  and  general 
(including  opinions  on  gun  control,  capital  punishment,  etc.).   The  first  three 
sampled  public  attitudes  toward  those  components  of  the  system. 

To  ensure  statistical  reliability,  we  needed  at  least  400  questionnaires 
returned  per  module-at  least  1,600  total  returns.   We  assumed  a  return  rate  of 
25  percent  (i.e.,  that  one  questionnaire  would  be  returned  for  every  four  sent 
out)  . 

The  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  list  of  registered  vehicle  owners  provided 
7,000  addresses-only  addresses  were  obtained,  no  names.   The  questionnaires 
were  addressed  to  "Occupant". 

Although  this  sample  was  systematic  and  random,  some  warnings  about  the 
sample  are  necessary. 

Addresses  gotten  from  D.M.V.  belonged  to  those  people  who  have  registered 
cars  in  this  state.  While  we  have  no  pressing  reason  to  believe  that  the 
opinion  of  Montanans  who  own  autos  should  differ  radically  from  those  Montanans 
who  do  not,  neither  do  we  have  concrete  proof  that  a  sample  drawn  from  a  list 
of  registered  auto  owners  is  completely  representative  of  Montana's  population. 
Thus,  when  we  say  "Montanans"  did  or  thought  so-and-so,  we  meant  "Montanans  who 
returned  the  survey  questionnaire",  those  Montanans  were  selected  as  we  have 
indicated. 

The  decision  to  use  "Occupant"  instead  of  names  also  had  an  affect  on  the 
sample.   Since  labels  such  as  "Occupant,  Star  Route,  XYZ,  MT"  were  adjudged  to 
be  undeliverable,  they  were  deleted  from  the  original  list.   Since  addresses 
of  this  type  are  in  rural  settings,  the  sample  was  biased  against  rural  dwellers. 
This  should  also  be  kept  in  mind  while  reading  this  document. 

After  deleting  undeliverable  addresses,  5,792  addresses  remained,  for 
1,448  mailings  per  questionnaire. 

Of  the  1,966  questionnaires  that  were  returned,  33  were  received  too  late 
to  be  processed.   This  resulted  in  a  total  of  1,933  questionnaires,  which  still 
far  exceeded  our  expected  returns  (33.4  percent  of  total  mailouts) . 

The  distribution  of  returned  questionnaires  by  module  was: 


Percent  of  Total 

Module 

No.  Returned 
435 

Percent  Returned 
30.0 

Returns 

Law  Enforcement 

22.5 

Corrections 

478 

33.0 

24.7 

Courts 

498 

34.4 

25.8 

General 

522 

36.0 

27.0 

The  returned  questionnaires  were  checked  and  keypunched.   The  information 
was  processed  using  the  computer  at  the  Montana  Highway  Department  and  a 
statistical  software  package  -  Statistical  Package  for  the  Social  Sciences  (SPSS). 
This  program  can  perform  a  number  of  statistical  calculations  ranging  from  the 
relatively  simple  to  the  very  sophisticated.   The  structure  of  the  records  and 
the  nature  of  SPSS  permit  flexible  boundaries  for  the  retrieval  and  processing 
of  data  keypunched  from  questionnaires  in  this  survey,  allowing  comparisons  of 
responses  between  and  among  any  data  existing  in  the  file.   The  software  allows 
the  generation  of  far  more  information  than  this  report  contains.   For  each 
module  we  have  listed  the  responses  received  to  each  question  and  the  demographic 
characteristics  of  the  respondents.   In  some  cases,  the  profile  of  responses 
suggested  some  comparisons  between  various  demographic  components  and  responses. 


DEMOGRAPHICS 

Each  survey  contained  11  questions  about  the  demographic  characteristics 
of  respondents — age,  sex,  race,  etc.   The  demographic  characteristics  of  those 
responding  to  each  module  precedes  the  discussion  of  that  module  in  this  report. 
(Demography  for  the  survey  as  a  whole,  aggregated  for  all  four  modules,  is 
included  as  Appendix  A. ) 

These  demographics  were  collected  so  that  we  could  determine  whether  those 
responding  were  a  fair  representation  of  Montanas  population,  as  well  as  so 
that  we  could  determine  whether  age,  sex,  income,  etc.,  affected  Montanan's 
opinions.   Even  so,  many  Montanans  declined  to  complete  all  or  part  of  this 
portion  of  the  survey. 


SURVEY  RESULTS 

In  the  following  presentation  of  survey  responses,  each  question  is  listed 
as  it  appeared  in  the  survey,  followed  by  the  choice  of  answers  those  surveyed 
were  given.   Below  each  possible  answer  is  a  number  representing  the  actual 
number  of  persons  who  marked  that  response,  and  a  number  in  parentheses  (   ) 
for  the  percentage  of  total  responses  that  number  represents.   Missing  responses 

are  listed  as  "Missing  =  ".      For  the  majority  of  questions,  the  possible 

responses  are  Strongly  Agree,  Agree,  No  Opinion,  Disagree,  Strongly  Disagree. 
In  these  questions,  responses  of  "No  Opinion"  are  not  used  in  computing  per- 
centages included  in  the  "Missing"  category  except  where  they  constitute  a 
significant  proportion  (greater  than  25  percent)  of  responses. 

Investigation  was  made  into  the  effect  various  demographic  characteristics 
may  have  had  on  respondents'  opinions.   Specifically,  age,  sex,  income  and 
urban/rural  status  were  cross-tabulated  against  each  survey  module.   In  this 
procedure,  "No  Opinion"  responses  were  deleted  from  the  questionnaires,  while 
Strongly  Agree,  Agree,  Disagree  and  Strongly  Disagree  were  grouped  into  the  two 
categories  "Agree"  and  "Disagree". 

The  urban/rural  breakdown  was  accomplished  by  coding  those  persons  who 
lived  within  the  city  limits  of  any  of  Montana's  six  largest  cities  as  urban; 
every  other  respondent  was  classified  as  rural.   Age  breakdowns  were  under 
25,  25  to  60,  and  over  60.   Where  tests  (Chi  square)  indicated  an  association 
at  a  probability  level  exceeding  95  percent,  the  manner  of  association  is 
indicated. 


MODULE  #1  -  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


I.   SEX  (Check  one) 

(   )  Male 
Frequency  Reported   % 
267 

II.   AGE: 


of  Total 
64.2 


(   )  Female 

Frequency  Reported   %  of  Total 

149  35.8 

Missing  =  19 


Age  Group  in  Years 

23  and  under 

24  to  29 
30  to  39 
40  to  49 
50  to  59 

60  and  over 


III.   RACE  (Check  One) 

Race 

White 

Native  American 

IV.   MARITAL  STATUS 

Status 

Married 
Single 
Divorced 
Widowed 

V.   OCCUPATION: 


Occupation 

Professional 

Managers 

Sales 

Clerical 

Craftsmen 

Operatives 


Frequency  Reported 

24 
49 
80 
87 
85 
83 


Frequency  Reported 

394 
13 


Frequency  Reported 

342 
37 
26 
19 


Frequency  Reported 

47 
44 
ID 
20 
22 
3 


%  of  Total 

5.9 
12.0 
19.6 
21.3 
20.8 
20.3 
Missing  =  27 


%  of  Total 

96.8 
3.2 
Missing  =  28 


%  of  Total 


80. 
8. 
6. 

4. 


Missing  =11 


% 

of  Total 

12, 

.8 

12, 

,0 

2, 

.7 

5. 

.5 

6, 

.0 

0, 

.8 

V.   OCCUPATION  (Continued) 


Occupation 

Transport 

Laborers,  Nonfarm 

Farmers,  Ranchers 

Service 

Private  Household 

Students 

Retired 

Unemployed 

Military 

Other 


VI.   YEARLY  FAMILY  INCOME: 
Income 

1.  $5,000  and  Under 

2.  $5,001  to  $10,000 

3.  $10,001  to  $15,000 

4.  $15,001  to  $20,000 

5.  $20,001  to  $25,000 

6.  $25,001  to  $30,000 

7.  $30,001  to  $40,000 

8.  Over  $40,000 


Size  of  Household 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


VIII.   TYPE  OF  C0> 

Type  of  Community 
Rural 
Suburban 
Urban 


Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

8 

2.2 

20 

5.5 

17 

4.6 

15 

4.1 

57 

15.6 

13 

3.6 

54 

14.8 

1 

0.3 

7 

1.9 

28 

7.7 

Missing  =  69 

Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

12 

4.0 

62 

20.7 

75 

25.0 

76 

25.3 

32 

10.7 

19 

6.3 

12 

4.0 

12 

4.0 

Missing  =  13! 

raiS  HOUSEHOLD: 

Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

46 

11.1 

135 

32.6 

75 

18.1 

69 

16.7 

51 

12.3 

17 

4.1 

12 

2.9 

8 

1.9 

0 

0 

1 

0.2 

Missing  =21 

iffllCH  THIS  HOUSEHOLD  IS  LOCATED 

K 

Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

112 

27.4 

115 

28.1 

182 

44.5 

Missing  =  26 

IX.   COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE: 


County 


Frequency  Reported 


%  of  Total 


Beaverhead 

Big  Horn 

Blaine 

Carter 

Cascade 

Custer 

Dawson 

Deer  Lodge 

Fallon 

Fergus 

Flathead 

Gallatin 

Glacier 

Granite 

Hill 

Jefferson 

Judith  Basin 

Lake 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Liberty 

Lincoln 

McCone 

Madison 

Mineral 

Missoula 

Musselshell 

Park 

Pondera 

Powder  River 

Powell 

Ravalli 

Richland 

Roosevelt 

Sanders 

Silver  Bow 

Sweet  Grass 

Teton 

Toole 

Valley 

Yellowstone 


NAME  OF  NEAREST  CITY  OR  TOWN: 


5 
1 
2 
1 

51 
8 
8 
6 
1 
3 

28 

26 
6 
1 

11 
1 
2 
6 

24 
1 
9 
1 
1 
1 

50 
3 
3 
2 
1 
5 

15 
3 
2 
3 

18 
1 
2 
3 
4 

62 


1.3 
0.3 
0.5 
0.3 

13.4 
2.1 
2.1 
1.6 
0.3 
0.8 
7.3 
6.8 
1.6 
0.3 
2.9 
0.3 
0.5 
1.6 
6.3 
0.3 
2.4 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 

13.1 
0.8 
0.8 
0.5 
0.3 
1.3 
3.9 
0.8 
0.5 
0.8 
4.7 
0.3 
0.5 
0.8 
1.0 

16.3 
Missing 


=  54 


(Responses  for  city  or  town  were  deleted  for  the  sake  of  brevity, 
totals  appear  at  the  end  of  the  report.) 


Statewide 


XI.   DO  YOU  LIVE  WITHIN  THE  CITY  LIMITS? 

Answer  Freqeuncy  Reported 


Yes 
No 


QUESTION  #1: 


276 
118 


%  of  Total 

70.1 
29.9 
Missing  =41 


IN  THE  PAST  YEAR  HAVE  YOU  HAD  CONTACT  WITH  A  POLICE  OFFICER 
IN  HIS  OFFICIAL  CAPACITY? 

Yes  No 

207  (50.7%)  201  (49.3%) 

Missing  =  27 

Responses  to  question  1  indicate  young  persons  had  relatively  more  contact 
with  police  than  did  older  persons. 


Yes 


Age 

Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


No. 


20  (60.6%) 

162  (57.4%) 

15  (21.4%) 


No 
No.    (%) 

13  (39.4%) 

120  (42.6%) 

55  (78.6%) 


Total 


No. 


33  (100.0%) 

282  (100.0%) 

70  (100.0%) 


Questions  2a  through  3f  compute  a  missing  response  as  a  No  answer. 


QUESTION  #2: 


IN  THE  PAST  YEAR  WERE  YOU 
OR  ANY  MEMBER  OF  YOUR 
HOUSEHOLD  THE  VICTIM  OF 
ANY  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  CRIMES? 


IF  SO,  WAS  THE  CRIME 
REPORTED  TO  A  LAW 
ENFORCEMENT  AGENCY? 


2a.  Aggravated  Assault 

b.  Rape 

c.  Robbery  (of  your  person) 

d.  Burglary  (illegal  entry) 

e.  Larceny  (theft  of  property) 

f.  Auto  Theft 

g.  Vandalism 

h.  Bad  Checks,  Fraud 


Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

7  (  1.6%) 

428 

5  (  71.4%) 

2 

2  (   .4%) 

433 

-0- 

2 

1  (   .2%) 

434 

1  (100.0%) 

0 

30  (  6.9%) 

405 

24  (  80.0%) 

6 

90  (20.7%) 

345 

58  (  64.4%) 

32 

19  (  4.4%) 

416 

17  (  89.5%) 

2 

75  (17.2%) 

360 

48  (  64.0%) 

27 

33  (  7.6%) 

402 

16  (  48.5%) 

17 

QUESTION  #3: 


IF  A  CRIME  IN  ITEM  2  WAS  NOT  REPORTED  TO  A  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCY,  WHY  WASN'T  IT?   (Percentages  are  not  computed,  since 
each  respondent  could  have  marked  more  than  one  answer) . 


3a.   Nothing  would  be  done. 

b.  Did  not  want  a  police  investigation. 

c.  Wasn't  serious  enough. 


Frequency  Reported 

33 

3 

41 


QUESTION  #3  (Continued) 


d.  Matter  was  personal  or  private. 

e.  Police  could  not  have  responded 
quickly  enough. 

f.  Courts  would  not  deal  effectively 
with  the  criminal. 


Frequency  Reported 
7 
5 
1 


Questions  2a,  2b  and  3  appeared  on  the  1976  survey  as  well: 

QUESTION  2:   IN  THE  PAST  YEAR  WERE  YOU  OR  ANY  MEMBER  OF  YOUR  HOUSEHOLD  THE 

VICTIM  OF  ANY  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  CRIMES?   (Only  Yes  responses  are 
shown . ) 


#2a 
Crime 

Aggravated  Assault 
Rape 

Robbery  (of  your  person) 
Burglary  (illegal  entry) 
Larceny  (theft  of  pro- 
perty) 
Auto  Theft 
Vandalism 
Bad  Checks,  Fraud 


1976  Survey 
No.     %  of  Total 


1977  Survey 
No.     %  of  Total 


7 

2.4 

7 

2.7 

5 

1.7 

2 

.8 

7 

2.4 

1 

.4 

49 

16.4 

30 

11.7 

86 

28.8 

90 

35.0 

19 

6.4 

19 

7.4 

101 

33.9 

75 

29.2 

24 

8.0 

33 

12.8 

298 

100.0% 

257 

100.0% 

IF  SO,  WAS  THE  CRIME  REPORTED  TO  A  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AGENCY  (Percentages 
are  computed  on  those  who  reported  being  victims  to  each  crime) . 


1976  Survey 

1977  Survey 

#2b 

Yes 

No 

Yes        No 

Crime 

No. 
6 

% 

1 

No. 
5 

% 

Aggravated  Assault 

85.7 

71.4    2 

Rape 

2 

40.0 

3 

0 

2 

Robbery  (of  your  person) 

7 

100.0 

0 

1 

100.0    0 

Burglary  (illegal  entry) 

42 

85.7 

7 

24 

80.0    6 

Larceny  (theft  of  property) 

67 

77.9 

19 

58 

64.4   32 

Auto  Theft 

18 

94.7 

1 

17 

89.5    2 

Vandalism 

53 

52.5 

48 

48 

64.0   27 

Bad  Checks,  Fraud 

14 

58.3 

10 

16 

48.5   17 

QUESTION  3:   IF  A  CRIME  IN  ITEM  2  WAS  NOT  REPORTED  TO  A  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AGENCY, 
WHY  WASN'T  IT?   (For  comparison,  percentages  are  computed  on  the 
total  responses  for  the  question.) 

#3 

Reason 

Nothing  would  be  done. 

Did  not  want  a  police  investigation. 

Wasn't  serious  enough. 

Matter  was  personal  or  private. 

Police  could  not  have  responded 

quickly  enough. 
Courts  would  not  have  dealt 

effectively  with  the  criminal. 


1976  Survey 

1977 

Survey 

No.          % 

No. 
33 

% 

46        33.8 

36.7 

10         7.4 

3 

3.3 

3         2.2 

41 

45.6 

10         7.4 

7 

7.8 

46        33.8 

5 

5.6 

21        15.4 

1 

1.1 

QUESTION  #4: 


WHAT  TWO  CRIMES  IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY  WORRY  YOU  MOST  OR  ARE  MOST 
LIKELY  TO  AFFECT  YOU? 


4a.   (List) 
4b.   (List) 

(The  following  is  a  list  of  crimes  calculated  from  both  4a  and  4b.) 


Crime 
Murder 
Rape 
Assault 
Robbery 
Kidnapping 
Burglary 
Larceny 
Auto  Theft 
Vandalism 
Bad  Checks,  Fraud 
Other 


Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

11 

1.4% 

55 

7.0% 

47 

6.0% 

49 

6.2% 

3 

.4% 

194 

24.6% 

135 

17.1% 

16 

2.0% 

178 

22.6% 

5 

.6% 

95 

12.0% 

Missing 

=  82 


A  question  similar  to  4a  and  4b  appeared  in  the  1976  survey; 


Crime 

First  Concern: 

Murder 

Rape 

Assault 

Robbery 

Kidnapping 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Auto  Theft 

Vandalism 

Bad  Checks,  Fraud 


1976 

Survey 

No. 

% 

74 

22.4 

* 

53 

16.1 

5 

1.5 

* 

1 

.3 

190 

57.6 

* 

5 

1.5 

2 

.6 

1977 

Survey 

No. 

% 

8 

2.2 

34 

9.6 

25 

7.0 

28 

7.9 

2 

.6 

116 

32.7 

52 

14.6 

3 

.8 

85 

23.9 

2 

.6 

330 


100% 


355 


100% 


*Not  tallied  in  1976  survey. 


Other /Mis sing: 


1976  Survey 
192 


1977  Survey 
80 


Second  Concern: 


Crime 


Murder 

Rape 

Assault 

Robbery 

Kidnapping 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Auto  Theft 

Vandalism 

Bad  Checks,  Fraud 


Other /Missing: 


1976 

Survey 

1977 

Survey 

No. 

% 

No. 
3 

% 

43 

17.8 

.9 

* 

21 

6.2 

22 

9.1 

22 

6.5 

2 

.8 

21 

6.2 

* 

1 

.3 

7 

2.9 

78 

23.1 

162 

67.2 

83 

24.6 

* 

13 

3.8 

2 

.8 

93 

27.5 

3 

1.2 

3 

.9 

241 


281 


100% 


338 


97 


100% 


Clearly,  the  profiles  of  crime  concerns  are  different  for  the  two 
surveys.   One  reason  is  a  slightly  different  method  of  tallying  responses. 
Perhaps  a  more  important  consideration  is  the  difference  in  the  two  samples- 
the  1976  survey  was  sent  to  a  more  urban  population  than  the  1977  survey. 


QUESTION  #5: 


WHICH  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  ASPECTS  OF  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  DO  YOU 
FAVOR  COMBINING  INTO  ONE  CITY/COUNTY  OPERATION? 


Police  and  Sheriffs  Office 

Criminal  Records  Only 

Jails  Only 

Radio  Coimnunications  Only 

Criminal  Records  and  Jails 

Criminal  Records  and  Radio  Communications 

Jails  and  Radio  Communications 

Records,  Jails  and  Communications 

None 

Missing 


Responses 

%  of  Total 

243 

55.9% 

16 

3.7% 

8 

1.8% 

19 

4.4% 

4 

.9% 

19 

4.4% 

10 

2.3% 

47 

10.8% 

38 

8.7% 

31 


7.1% 


*Not  tallied  in  1976  survey. 


A  question  similar  to  #5  was  asked  in  the  1976  survey;  the  format  and 
possible  responses  were  sufficiently  different  that  we  have  forgone  side-by- 
side  comparison.   The  question  and  answers  from  the  1976  survey  appear  below. 

QUESTION:   DO  YOU  FAVOR  COMBINING  THE  FOLLOWING  ASPECTS  OF  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 
INTO  ONE  CITY-COUNTY  AGENCY?   (Responses  are  in  percent;  each 
respondent  could  have  marked  any  number  of  responses.) 


Police  and  Sheriffs  Agencies 

Criminal  Records 

Jails 

Radio  Communications 

City  Courts/JP  Courts 

Detective  Units 

Juvenile  Officers 


Yes 

No 

66% 

34% 

88% 

12% 

83% 

17% 

88% 

12% 

72% 

28% 

81% 

19% 

81% 

19% 

Responses  to  question  #5  (about  consolidation)  most  likely  reflect 
economic  factors  -  inflation  and  a  desire  to  "get  more  bang  for  the  buck". 
As  public  agencies  compete  for  limited  tax  dollars,  the  local  citizen  is 
looking  for  ways  to  reduce  his  tax  burden. 


QUESTION  #6: 


HOW  DO  YOU  THINK  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  PERSONNEL  SPEND  MOST  OF 
THEIR  TIME?   (Percentages  were  not  calculated  since 
respondents  could  have  marked  more  than  one  answer.) 


a.  Patrol 

b.  Traffic 

c.  Investigation 

d.  Answering  Complaints 


No. 

250 
97 
70 

137 


A  question  similar  to  this  also  appeared  in  the  1976  survey: 


QUESTION:   HOW  DO  YOU  THINK  POLICE  SPEND  MOST  OF  THEIR  TIME?   (For  comparison, 
precentages  are  computed  in  total  number  of  responses  to  this 
question;  any  respondent  could  have  marked  more  than  one  response.) 


a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 


Patrol 
Traffic 
Investigation 
Answering  Complaints 
Other  -  Specify* 

TOTAL  RESPONSES 


1976  Survey 

No.  % 

278  35.5% 

175  22.3% 

78  9.9% 

217  27.7% 

36  4.6% 
784 


*This  category  did  not  appear  in  the  1977  survey. 


1977 

Survey 

No. 

% 

250 

45. 

,1% 

97 

17. 

,5% 

70 

12. 

,6% 

137 

24. 

,7% 

* 

554 
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QUESTION  #7:    HOW  SAFE  DO  YOU  FEEL  IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY  AT  NIGHT? 

Very  Safe  Safe  Unsafe         Very  Unsafe 

53  (13.8%)       264  (68.6%)     59  (15.3%)        9  (2.3%) 

Missing  =  50 


QUESTION  //8:    POLICE  SERVICES  IN  THIS  COMMUNITY  ARE: 

Excellent      Above  Average       Average        Below  Average       Poor 
28  (6.6%)       91  (21.5%)       240  (56.6%)       43  (10.1%)       22  (5.2%) 

Missing  =11 


QUESTION  #9:    THE  PRINCIPAL  PURPOSE  OF  THE  POLICE  IS  TO  PREVENT  CRIME. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
122  (31.0%)      214  (54.5%)     53  (13.5%)  4  (1.0%) 

Missing  =  42 


QUESTION  #10:   CITIZENS  BEAR  THE  PRIMARY  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THE  PROTECTION 
OF  THEMSELVES  AND  THEIR  PROPERTY. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
89  (22.2%)     227  (56.6%)      73  (18.2%)  12  (3.0%) 

Missing  =  34 


QUESTION  #11:   POLICEMEN  IN  MY  COMMUNITY  SHOULD  BE  BETTER  EDUCATED. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
61  (22.3%)     160  (58.6%)      46  (16.8%)         6  (2.2%) 

Missing  =  162 


QUESTION  #12:   MONTANA  NEEDS  A  STATE  POLICE  FORCE  IN  ADDITION  TO  LOCAL  LAW 
ENFORCEMENT  AGENCIES. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
56  (16.6%)      96  (28.4%)     117  (34.6%)         69  (20.4%) 

Missing  =  97 

Women  agreed  in  higher  proportions  with  the  proposition  in  #12  than  did  men. 

Agree         Disagree  Total 

Sex  No.       %     No.        %        No.      % 


Male                78      36.6%   135  63.4%      213   100.0% 

Female              66      59.5%    45  40.5%      111   100.0% 

Total:    Agree  =  144  Disagree  =  180 
Missing  or  No  Opinion  =  111 
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QUESTION  #13: 


POLICE  ARE  UNREASONABLY  HAMPERED  IN  THE  PERFORMANCE  OF  THEIR 
DUTY  BY  THE  COURTS. 


Strongly  Agree 
172  (46.7%) 


Agree 
139  (37.8%) 


Disagree 
47  (12.8%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
10  (2.7%) 
Missing  =  67 


Many  Montanans  seem  to  think  that  police  are  thwarted  by  court  action; 
they  agreed  with  the  proposition  in  #13  by  a  margin  of  more  than  5  to  1.   Older 
persons  were  more  likely  to  agree: 


Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


Yes 


No. 


No 


No. 


Total 


No. 


15 

62.5% 

9 

37 . 5% 

24 

100.0% 

215 

84.0% 

41 

16.0% 

256 

100.0% 

63 

91.3% 

6 

8.7% 

69 

100.0% 

Total:        Agree  =  293 
Missing  =  86 


Disagree  =  56 


QUESTION  #14:   POLICE  IN  MY  COMMUNITY  ARE  UNDERPAID. 


Strongly  Agree 
54  (20.8%) 


Agree 
125  (48.1%) 


Disagree 
72  (27.7%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
9  (3.5%) 
Missing  =  175 


Although  respondents  generally  agree  that  their  law  enforcement  officers 
are  underpaid,  older  people  agreed  relatively  less  frequently  than  younger: 


Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


Yes 


No 


Total 


No. 


No. 


No. 


9 

75.0% 

3 

25.0% 

12 

100.0% 

142 

73.6% 

51 

26.4% 

193 

100.0% 

18 

41.9% 

25 

58.1% 

43 

100.0% 

Total:        Agree  =  169 
Missing  =  187 


Disagree  =  79 


Two  hundred  fifty-six  respondents  either  disagreed  or  had  no  opinion 
concerning  underpayment  of  police.   This  seems  to  indicate  that  sheriffs  and 
police  will  have  to  mount  a  strong  lobby  if  they  expect  more  tax  dollars  for 
higher  salaries. 


QUESTION  #15:   POLICE  IN  MY  COMMUNITY  PERFORM  THEIR  DUTIES  EFFECTIVELY. 


Strongly  Agree 
24  (6.7%) 


Agree 
244  (68.2%) 


Disagree 
79  (22.1%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
11  (3.1%) 

Missing  =77 


Montanans  approve  of  the  effectiveness  of  their  local  police  by  almost 
3  to  1;  younger  persons  disagree  in  relatively  larger  proportions: 
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Age  Group 

Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


Yes 

No 

Total 

No. 

% 

No. 
10 

% 

No. 
26 

% 

16 

61. 

,5% 

38, 

.5% 

100. 

,0% 

177 

72. 

.5% 

67 

27, 

.5% 

244 

100. 

,0% 

61 

88. 

,4% 

8 

11, 

.6% 

69 

100. 

,0% 

Total:         Agree  =  254         Disagree  =  85 
Missing  =  96 


QUESTION  //16:   IN  MY  COMMUNITY  POLICE  SERVICES  COST  TOO  MUCH. 


Strongly  Agree 
9  (3.9%) 


Agree 
26  (11.2%) 


Disagree 
174  (75.0%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

23  (9.9%) 
Missing  =  203 


Persons  in  Montana  generally  had  no  opinion  or  disagreed  that  police 
services  cost  too  much.   City  dwellers  were  slightly  more  likely  to  agree, 
however,  than  non-city  dwellers: 


Agree 
No.     % 


Urban 
Rural 


17 
10 


19.8% 
8.5% 


Disagree 

No.       % 


69 
108 


80.2% 
91.5% 


Total 

No.       % 


86 
118 


100.0% 
100.0% 


Total:        Agree  =  27 
Missing  =231 


Disagree  =  177 


QUESTION  #17: 


THE  PRIMARY  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  COMMUNITY 
RESTS  WITH  LOCAL  POLICE. 


Strongly  Agree 
90  (22.7%) 


Agree 
251  (63.4%) 


Disagree 
45  (11.4%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

10  (2.5%) 
Missing  =  39 


Though  Montanans  generally  agreed  with  the  proposition  in  #17,  poorer  (under 
10,000/year)  and  richer  (over  40,000/year)  agreed  relatively  more  often: 


Income 


Yes 


No 


Total 


No. 


No. 


No. 


10,000  and  under 

63 

96.9% 

2 

5.1% 

65 

100.0% 

10,001  -  20,000 

117 

81.8% 

26 

18.2% 

143 

100.0% 

20,001  -  30,000 

43 

87.8% 

6 

12.2% 

49 

100.0% 

30,001  -  40,000 

8 

80.0% 

2 

20.0% 

10 

100.0% 

Over  40,000 

12 

100.0% 

0 

Total:         Agree  =  243         Disagree  =  36 
Missing  =  156 
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QUESTION  #18:   POLICE  IN  MY  COMMUNITY  ABUSE  THEIR  AUTHORITY. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree      Strongly  Disagree 
20  (5.9%)      53  (15.7%)     226  (66.9%)        39  (11.5%) 

Missing  =  97 

Montanans,  by  an  almost  4  to  1  margin,  approved  of  their  local  police's 
use  of  authority,  but  the  young  agreed  relatively  less: 

Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  -  59 
60  and  over 

Total:         Agree  =  66         Disagree  =  252 
Missing  =117 

QUESTION  #19:   LAW  ENFORCEMENT  SERVICES  IN  MY  COMMUNITY  ARE  ADEQUATE. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
13  (3.4%)     191  (50.7%)     148  (39.3%)        25  (6.6%) 

Missing  =  58 


Yes 

No 

Total 

No.      % 

No. 
14 

% 

No. 
24 

% 

10    41.7% 

58.3% 

100.0% 

47    20.7% 

180 

79.3% 

227 

100.0% 

9    13.4% 

58 

86.6% 

67 

100.0% 

QUESTION  #20:   POLICE  IN  MY  COMMUNITY  TREAT  YOUNG  PEOPLE  UNFAIRLY. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
14  (4.2%)      51  (15.4%)     210  (63.4%)        56  (16.9%) 

Missing  =  104 

Females  agreed  in  relatively  greater  proportions  than  did  males: 

Yes  No  Total 

Sex  No.     %  No.      %      No.      % 


Male  34   15.8%        181    84.2%    215    100.0% 

Female  28   26.7%         77    73.3%    105    100.0% 

Total:        Agree  =  62         Disagree  =  258 
Missing  =115 

Perhaps  predictably,  the  young  agreed  in  greater  proportions  than  the  old! 

Yes  No  Total 


Age  Group 

No. 

/12 

47 

3 

% 

No. 

13 
179 

60 

% 

No. 

25 
226 

63 

% 

Under  25 

25  -  59 

60  and  over 

48.0% 

20.8% 

4.8% 

52.0% 
79.2% 
95.2% 

100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 

Total: 

Missing 

Agree 
=  121 

=  62 

Disagree 

=  252 
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QUESTION  //21:   POLICE  IN  MY  COMMUNITY  TREAT  MINORITIES  UNFAIRLY. 


Strongly  Agree 
14  (4.7%) 


Agree 
20  (6.7%) 


Disagree 
210  (70.5%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

54  (18.1%) 
Missing  =  137 


Middle  income  people  (10,000  -  30,000/year)  disagree  in  relatively 
larger  proportions: 


Yes 


No 


Total 


Income 

10.000  and  under 

10.001  -  20,000 
20,001  -  30,000 
30,001  -  40,000 
Over  40,000 


No. 


No. 


No, 


7 

14.0% 

43 

86.0% 

50 

100.0% 

9 

8.3% 

100 

91.7% 

109 

100.0% 

3 

8.1% 

34 

91.9% 

37 

100.0% 

5 

45.5% 

6 

54.5% 

11 

100.0% 

2 

22.2% 

7 

77.8% 

9 

100.0% 

Total: 

Agree 

=  26 

Disagree 

=  190 

Missing 

=  219 

The  young  agree  in  larger  proportions: 


Yes 


Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  -  59 
60  and  over 


No. 

6 
24 

4 


% 


No 

%     No. 

30.0%    14   70.0% 

11.9%   177   88.1% 

6.6%    57   93.4% 


Total 
No.    %_ 

20 
201 

61 


100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 


Total:         Agree  =  34 
Missing  =  153 


Disagree  =  248 


QUESTION  #22: 


POLICE  SHOULD  CONCENTRATE  THEIR  EFFORTS  ON  CRIMES  AGAINST 
PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY,  AND  PAY  LESS  ATTENTION  TO  SO-CALLED 
VICTIMLESS  CRIMES  (GAMBLING,  PROSTITUTION,  DRUGS,  ETC.) 


Strongly  Agree 
65  (16.5%) 


Agree 
107  (27.2%) 


Disagree 
167  (42.4%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

55  (14.0%) 
Missing  =41 


From  the  observations  of  those  who  coded  some  items  on  the  returned 
questionnaires,  we  know  that  many  persons  who  marked  Strongly  Agree  or  Agree 
crossed  out  DRUGS  on  the  questionnaire  as  they  marked  their  answer,  and  many 
who  marked  Disagree  or  Strongly  Disagree  circled  or  underlined  DRUGS  for 
emphasis.   The  inclusion  of  DRUGS  in  the  list  of  "victimless"  crimes  may 
therefore  have  affected  the  results. 

Very  few  of  the  questions  elicited  split  responses.   For  questions  9 
through  22,  8  (57%)  showed  responses  in  excess  of  66  percent  (after  deletion 
of  No  Opinion  responses)  for  either  Agree  or  Disagree: 
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Question  #  (Listed  in  order  of  decreasing  strength  of  opinion)        Response* 

21  -  Police  in  my  community  treat  minorities 

unfairly.  88.6%  -  Disagree 

17  -  The  primary  responsibility  for  the 

protection  of  the  community  rests  with 

local  police.  86.1%  -  Agree 

9  -  The  principal  purpose  of  the  police  is 

to  prevent  crime.  85.5%  -  Agree 

16  -  In  my  community  police  services  cost 

too  much.  84.9%  -  Agree 

7  -  How  safe  do  you  feel  in  your  community 

at  night?  82.4%  -  Feel  Safe 

20  -  Police  in  my  community  treat  young 

people  unfairly.  80.3%  -  Disagree 

18  -  Police  in  my  community  abuse  their 

authority.  78.4%  -  Disagree 

15  -  Police  in  my  community  perform  their 

duties  effectively.  74.9%  -  Agree 

In  general,  Montanans  responding  to  the  survey  seemed  satisfied  with 
the  performance  of  their  local  law  enforcement  agencies.   Of  those  questions 
potentially  critical  of  the  performance  of  law  enforcement**,  all  showed 
responses  favorable  to  police.   Even  when  missing  values  are  included,  the 
questions  show  a  favorable  response:   55.9  percent  favorable,  25.4  percent 
average,  no  opinion,  or  missing,  and  18.7  percent  unfavorable.   If  missing 
values,  no  opinion  and  average  responses  are  deleted,  favorable  responses 
outweigh  unfavorable  by  3  to  1  (75%  to  25%) . 


♦Percentages  are  computed  on  a  base  from  which  No  Opinion  and  missing  values 
have  been  deleted. 
**Questions  7,  9,  15,  16,  17,  18,  20  and  21. 
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MODULE  #2  -  CORRECTIONS 


I.   SEX  (Check  One) 

(   )  Male 
Frequency  Reported 
305 

II.   AGE: 


Age  Group  in  Years 

23  and  under 

24  to  29 
30  to  39 
40  to  49 
50  to  59 

60  and  over 


III.   RACE  (Check  one) 

Race 

White 

Native  American 

Hispanic 

Other 

IV.   MARITAL  STATUS 

Status 

Married 
Single 
Divorced 
Widowed 


V.   OCCUPATION: 
Occupation 


Professional 

Managers 

Sales 

Clerical 

Craftsmen 


%  of  Total 
66.2 


(   )  Female 
Frequency  Reported       %  of  Total 


156 


Frequency  Reported 

38 
64 
84 
89 
107 
73 


Frequency  Reported 

449 
7 
3 
1 


Frequency  Reported 

372 
48 
23 
19 


Frequency  Reported 

56 
35 
22 
37 
39 


33.8 
Missing  =17 


%  of  Total 

8.4 
14.1 
18.5 
19.6 
23.5 
16.0 
Missing  =  23 


%  of  Total 

97.6 

1.5 

0.7 

0.2 

Missing  =  18 


%  of  Total 

80.5 

10.4 

5.0 

4.1 

Missing  =  16 


%  of  Total 

13.2 
8.3 
5.2 
8.7 
9.2 
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V.   OCCUPATION  (Continued) 


Occupation 


Frequency  Reported 


%  of  Total 


Transport 

Laborers,  Nonfarm 

Farmers,  Ranchers 

Laborers,  Farm 

Service 

Private  Household 

Students 

Retired 

Unemployed 

Military 

Other 


VI.   YEARLY  FAMILY  INCOME: 


9 

25 

18 

2 

21 

61 

12 

45 

3 

1 

37 


2.1 
5.9 
4.3 
0.5 
5.0 

14.4 
2.8 

10.6 
0.7 
0.2 
8.7 


Missing  =  55 


Income 

1.  $5,000  and  under 

2.  $5,001  to  $10,000 

3.  $10,001  to  $15,000 

4.  $15,001  to  $20,000 

5.  $20,001  to  $25,000 

6.  $25,001  to  $30,000 

7.  $30,001  to  $40,000 

8.  Over  $40,000 


Frequency  Reported 

16 
69 

112 
77 
43 
23 

6 

8 


% 

of  Total 

4. 

,5 

19, 

.5 

31, 

.6 

21, 

.8 

12, 

.1 

6, 

.5 

1, 

,7 

2, 

.3 

Missing  =124 


VII.   NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  IN  THIS  HOUSEHOLD: 


Size  of  Household 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
11 


Frequency  Reported 

50 
135 
93 
89 
56 
19 

8 

4 

2 


VIII.   TYPE  OF  COMMUNITY  IN  WHICH  THIS  HOUSEHOLD  IS  LOCATED. 


Type  of  Community 

Rural 

Suburban 

Urban 


Frequency  Reported 

126 
114 
204 


%  ( 

Df  Total 

11.0 

29.6 

20.4 

19.5 

12.3 

4.2 

1.8 

0.9 

0.4 

Missing 
'ATPn 

=  22 

%  ( 

Df  Total 

28.4 

25.7 

45.9 

Missing 

=  34 
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IX.   COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE: 

County 

Beaverhead 

Carbon 

Cascade 

Custer 

Dawson 

Deer  Lodge 

Fallon 

Fergus 

Flathead 

Gallatin 

Garfield 

Glacier 

Granite 

Hill 

Jefferson 

Lake 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Liberty 

Lincoln 

Meagher 

Mineral 

Missoula 

Musselshell 

Park 

Pondera 

Powder  River 

Powell 

Ravalli 

Richland 

Roosevelt 

Sanders 

Silver  Bow 

Stillwater 

Toole 

Valley 

Yellowstone 


Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

4 

0.9 

1 

0.2 

80 

17.9 

3 

0.7 

6 

1.3 

10 

2.2 

5 

1.1 

2 

0.4 

29 

6.5 

28 

6.3 

1 

0.2 

I 

0.2 

3 

0.7 

16 

3.6 

2 

0.4 

8 

1.8 

21 

4.7 

1 

0.2 

8 

1.8 

1 

0.2 

2 

0.4 

54 

12.1 

4 

0.9 

7 

1.6 

5 

1.1 

2 

0.4 

4 

0.9 

10 

• 

2.2 

1 

0.2 

1 

0.2 

3 

0.7 

22 

4.9 

2 

0.4 

2 

0.4 

5 

1.1 

94 

21.0 

Missing 

=  30 

OR  TOWN: 

of  1 

jr  town  were 

deleted 

for 

the 

sake 

brevity.   Statewide 

totals  appear  at  the  end  of  the  report.) 
XI.   DO  YOU  LIVE  WITHIN  THE  CITY  LIMITS? 


Answer 

Yes 

No 


y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

309 

66.7 

154 

33.3 

Missing  =  15 
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QUESTION  #1; 


HOW  MUCH  DO  YOU  THINK  IT  COSTS  THE  TAXPAYER  TO  KEEP  A  PERSON 
IN  PRISON  FOR  A  YEAR? 


$2,000 

$5,001 

$8,001 

$11,001 

to 

to 

to 

to 

5,000 

8,000 

11,000 

14,000 

23  (5.0%) 

59  (12.7%) 

112  (24.1%) 

103  (22.2%) 

Over 
$20,000 


QUESTION  #2:    IN  YOUR  OPINION  IS  THIS ? 


Wholly 

Inadequate 

4  (0.9%) 


Too 

Little 
14  (3.1%) 


About 

Right 

120  (26.6%) 


$14,001      $17,001 
to  to 

17,000       20,000 
64  (13.8%)   62  (13.4%)   41  (8.8%) 
Missing  =  14 


Too  Very 

Much       Extravagant 
240  (53.2%)     73  (16.2%) 
Missing  =27 


QUESTION  #3: 


HAS  ANY  MEMBER  OF  YOUR  HOUSEHOLD  EVER  BEEN  INSIDE  A  PRISON? 
(As  a  prisoner  or  visitor,  on  a  tour,  etc.) 


Yes 

177  (37.3%) 


No 
298  (62.7%) 


Missing  =  3 


QUESTION  #4; 


THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  CORRECTIONS  SYSTEM  OUGHT  TO  BE  THE 
REHABILITATION  OF  THE  PRISONER. 


Strongly  Agree 
94  (21.3%) 


Agree 
217  (49.1%) 


Disagree 
92  (20.8%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
39  (8.8%) 

Missing  =  36 


QUESTION  #5:    PAROLE  AND  PROBATION  SHOULD  BE  USED  MORE  EXTENSIVELY  TO 
REDUCE  THE  PRISON  POPULATION. 


Strongly  Agree 
20  (4.7%) 


Agree 
68  (15.8%) 


Disagree 
202  (47.0%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
140  (32.6%) 

Missing  =  48 


QUESTION  #6:    FIRST  OFFENDERS  SHOULD  BE  SENT  TO  PRISON  ONLY  AS  A  LAST  RESORT. 


Strongly  Agree 
80  (18.3%) 


Agree 
172  (39.4%) 


Disagree 
153  (35.0%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
32  (7.3%) 

Missing  =41 
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QUESTION  #7:    PEOPLE  WHO  COMMIT  CRIMES  DESERVE  WHATEVER  HAPPENS  TO  THEM 
IN  PRISON. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
44  (10.2%)     108  (25.1%)     213  (49.5%)        65  (15.1%) 

Missing  =  48 

Although  the  sample  disagreed  with  #7  by  almost  2  to  1,  older  Montanans 
showed  a  relative  tendency  to  agree. 

Yes           No  Total 

Age  Group               No.        %  No.  %  No.       % 

Under  25               14       30.4%  32  69.6%  46     100.0% 

25  to  59               91       31.2%  205  68.8%  298     100.0% 

60  and  over            37       55.2%  30  44.8%  67     100.0% 

Total:        Agree  =142        Disagree  =  267 
Missing  =  67 


QUESTION  #8:    IF  WE  SPENT  MORE  MONEY  ON  CORRECTIONS  WE  WOULD  HAVE  FEWER 
REPEAT  OFFENDERS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
23  (5.5%)       91  (21.6%)     210  (49.9%)        97  (23.0%) 

Missing  =  57 


QUESTION  #9:    LONGER,  HARSHER  PRISON  SENTENCES  WOULD  DETER  PERSONS  FROM 
COMMITTING  CRIME. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
149  (33.2%)     197  (43.9%)      84  (18.7%)         19  (4.2%) 

Missing  =  29 


QUESTION  #10:   THE  STATE  SHOULD  EMPLOY  ENOUGH  PAROLE  OFFICERS  TO  MAKE  SURE 
THAT  PAROLEES  LIVE  UP  TO  THE  TERMS  OF  THEIR  PAROLE. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
109  (25.6%)    234  (54.9%)      64  (15.0%)        19  (4.5%) 

Missing  =  52 


QUESTION  #11:   ALCOHOL,  DRUG,  MEDICAL  AND  MENTAL  HEALTH  PROGRAMS  SHOULD  BE 
AVAILABLE  TO  PRISON  INMATES. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
106  (24.8%)    289  (67.7%)      18  (4.2%)  14  (3.3%) 

Missing  =51 
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Disagreement  with  the  proposition  in  y/11  was  made  up  disproportionately 
of  those  60  and  over. 


Age  Group 

Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


Yes 


No. 


No 


No. 


Total 


No. 


47 

97.5% 

1 

2.1% 

48 

100.0% 

280 

93.3% 

20 

6.7% 

300 

100.0% 

47 

83.9% 

9 

16.1% 

56 

100.0% 

Total:         Agree  =  374 
Missing  =  74 


Disagree  =  30 


QUESTION  #12:   RACIAL  MINORITIES  HAVE  A  HARDER  TIME  IN  PRISON  THAN  WHITES. 


Strongly  Agree 
10  (3.5%) 


Agree 
99  (34.6%) 


Disagree 
146  (51.0%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
31  (10.8%) 

Missing  =  192 


QUESTION  //1 3: 


SMALL,  COMMUNITY  BASED  CORRECTIONS  FACILITIES  WOULD 
REHABILITATE  OFFENDERS  BETTER  THAN  THE  PRESENT  SYSTEM  DOES. 


Strongly  Agree 
19  (6.1%) 


Agree 
121  (39.2%) 


Disagree 
135  (43.7%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
34  (11.0%) 

Missing  =  169 


About  one- third  of  respondents  had  no  opinion  concerning  question  #13; 
of  those  who  answered  the  question,  opinion  is  split  about  8  to  1.   Persons 
living  within  the  city  limits  of  Montana's  larger  cities  disagreed  relatively 
more  frequently,  possibly  because  they  perceived  their  communities  as  being 
likely  locations  for  the  mentioned  facilities: 


Community 

Urban 
Rural 


No. 

46 
86 


Yes 


% 


37.4% 
56.2% 


No. 

77 
67 


No 


% 


62.6% 
43.8% 


Total 


No. 

123 
153 


% 


100.0% 
100.0% 


Total:        Agree  =  132 
Missing  =  202 


Disagree  =  144 


A  marked  difference  in  opinion  was  noted  in  the  breakdown  by  age: 


Age  Group 

Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


No. 


Yes 


No. 


No 


Total 


No. 


22 

73. 

,3% 

8 

26. 

,7% 

30 

100. 

,0% 

100 

45, 

,9% 

118 

54. 

,1% 

218 

100. 

,0% 

14 

29. 

,8% 

33 

70. 

,2% 

47 

100. 

.0% 

Total:         Agree  =  136 
Missing  =  183 


Disagree  =  159 
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The  sex  breakdown  also  showed  a  difference  in  responses; 


Sex 
Male 
Female 


No. 

Yes 

% 

No. 

119 

42 

No 

% 

No. 

201 

97 

Total 

% 

82 

55 

40.8% 
56.7% 

59.2% 
43.3% 

100.0% 
100.0% 

Total:         Agree  =  137         Disagree  =  161 
Missing  =  180 


QUESTION  #14:   CONDITIONS  IN  PRISON  ARE  TOO  PLEASANT  TO  MAKE  THE  FEAR  OF 
IMPRISONMENT  AN  EFFECTIVE  DETERRENT  TO  CRIME. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
90  (25.9%)     145  (41.7%)     94  (27.0%)         19  (5.5%) 

Missing  =130 


QUESTION  #15:   ONLY  PERSONS  CONVICTED  OF  VIOLENT  CRIMES  OUGHT  TO  BE  SENT  TO 
PRISON. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
19  (4.5%)       73  (17.4%)     262  (62.4%)         66  (15.7%) 

Missing  =  58 

Disagreement  with  #15  was  marked;  women  were  relatively  more  likely  to 
agree: 

Yes  No  Total 

Sex  No.      %  No.    %  No.      % 

Male  50     18.5%  221   81.5%  271    100.0% 

Female  39     29.5%  93  70.5%  132    100.0% 

Total:         Agree  =  89         Disagree  =  314 
Missing  =  75 


QUESTION  #16:   CONVICTS  SHOULD  BE  REQUIRED  TO  SERVE  THEIR  ENTIRE  SENTENCE 
BEFORE  BEING  RELEASED.   (No  Parole  or  Probation) 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
88  (21.6%)     135  (33.2%)     166  (40.8%)         18  (4.4%) 

Missing  =71 


QUESTION  #17:   PRISONS  SHOULD  KEEP  PERSONS  CONVICTED  OF  VIOLENT  CRIMES 
SEPARATED  FROM  THE  ORDINARY  PRISON  POPULATION. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
142  (33.8%)    245  (58.3%)      28  (6.7%)  5  (1.2%) 

Missing  =  58 
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QUESTION  //18:   LONG  PRISON  SENTENCES  TEND  TO  "HARDEN"  CRIMINALS,  MAKING  IT 
MORE  DIFFICULT  FOR  THEM  TO  GET  ALONG  OUTSIDE. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
25  (7.4%)      135  (39.8%)     151  (44.5%)         28  (8.3%) 

Missing  =  139 


QUESTION  #19:   THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  CORRECTIONS  SYSTEM  OUGHT  TO  BE  PUNISHMENT 
OF  THE  GUILTY. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
108  (26.3%)    223  (54.4%)      65  (15.9%)         14  (3.4%) 

Missing  =  68 

Older  Montanans  agreed  in  greater  proportions  than  did  younger  Montanans! 

Age  Group 

Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 

Total:         Agree  =315         Disagree  =  75 
Missing  =  88 

QUESTION  #20:   PRISON  AUTHORITIES  SHOULD  BE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  PROTECTING 
INMATES  FROM  OTHER  INMATES. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
121  (28.7%)    275  (65.2%)      22  (5.2%)  4  (0.9%) 

Missing  =  56 


Yes 

No 

Total 

No. 

% 

No. 
14 

% 

No. 
46 

% 

32 

69. 

,6% 

30. 

,4% 

100. 

.0% 

228 

80. 

,9% 

54 

19. 

.1% 

282 

100. 

,0% 

55 

88. 

,7% 

7 

11. 

,3% 

62 

100. 

,0% 

QUESTION  //21:   WHICH  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  SHOULD  BE  THE  PRIMARY  GOAL  OF  THE 

MONTANA  CORRECTIONS  SYSTEM?   (Percentages  are  not  computed 
since  each  respondent  could  have  marked  more  than  one  answer.) 

Responses 

a.  Protection  of  society.  303 

b.  Rehabilitation  of  the  criminal.  142 

c.  Punishment  of  the  criminal.  134 

d.  Deterrent  to  criminals.  79 

e.  Other  14 
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Module  #2  contained  nine  questions*  to  which  66  percent  or  more  of 
responses  were  either  strongly  disagree  and  disagree,  or  strongly  agree 
and  agree: 

Question  //  Response** 

20  -  Prison  authorities  should  be  responsible  for 

protecting  inmates  from  other  inmates.  93.9%  -  Agree 

11  -  Alcohol,  Drug,  Medical  and  Mental  Health 

programs  should  be  available  to  prison  inmates.    92.5%  -  Agree 
17  -  Prisons  should  keep  persons  convicted  of  violent 

crimes  separated  from  the  ordinary  prison 

population.  92.1%  -  Agree 

19  -  The  purpose  of  the  corrections  system  ought 

to  be  punishment  of  the  guilty.  80.7%  -  Agree 

10  -  The  state  should  employ  enough  parole 

officers  to  make  sure  that  parolees  live  up 

to  the  terms  of  their  parole.  80.5%  -  Agree 

15  -  Only  persons  convicted  of  violent  crimes 

ought  to  be  sent  to  prison.  78.1%  -  Disagree 

9  -  Longer,  harsher  prison  sentences  would 

deter  persons  from  committing  crime.  77.1%  -  Agree 

4  -  The  purpose  of  the  corrections  system  ought 

to  be  the  rehabilitation  of  the  prisoner.         70.4%  -  Agree 
2  -  In  your  opinion  is  the  amount  spent  on 

corrections  .  .  .  .?  69.4%  -  Too  Much 

Questions  one  and  two  were  meant  to  elicit  information  about  the 
public's  knowledge  of  prison  expenditures  (per  prisoner)  and  their  attitudes 
toward  the  magnitude  of  that  expenditure.   We  cross-tabulated  question  two  with 
question  five: 

EXPENDITURE 

$2,000  $5,001   $8,001  $11,001  $14,001  $17,001 

to      to      to  to  to  to      Over 

Responses     5,000   8.000   11.000  14,000  17,000  20,000   20,000  Total 

Wholly 

Inadequate       111  0  0  0        14 

Too  Little       3       0      2       4        1        1       3      14 

About  Right     12      27     27       23       14       12       3     118 

Too  Much         5      26     72       61       30       29       15     238 

Very 
Extravagant      2       3      5       10       15       19       18      72 

TOTAL      23      57    107       98       60       61       40     446 

Total  Responding  =  446        Total  Missing  =  32 

*2,  4,  9,  10,  11,  15,  17,  19,  20. 
**Percentages  are  computed  on  a  base  from  which  No  Opinion  and  missing  values 
have  been  deleted. 
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The  average  amount  that  it  currently  costs  to  keep  a  prisoner  in  Montana 
State  Prison  is  approximately  $10,000  (per  year,  according  to  Warden  Roger 
Crist).   One  hundred  and  seven  of  those  responding  (24%)  knew  or  guessed  the 
interval  in  which  this  amount  falls. 

Those  who  marked  either  Too  Much  or  Very  Extravagant  and  marked  the 
correct  or  a  lesser  amount  number  113,  or  25.3  percent  of  the  sample. 
Presumably  these  persons  would  not  favor  increasing  penal  expenditures  -  quite 
to  the  contrary. 

Those  who  marked  either  Wholly  Inadequate,  Too  Little  or  About  Right 
numbered  74  or  16.6  percent  of  the  sample.   These  persons  could  be  said  to 
favor  spending  at  least  what  is  spent  now  on  prison  operations. 

Those  who  marked  Wholly  Inadequate,  Too  Little  or  About  Right  and 
an  amount  in  excess  of  $11,000  could  be  assumed  to  favor  more  expenditure  for 
prisons;  these  numbered  62  or  13.9  percent  of  the  sample. 

Those  whose  responses  gave  no  indication  of  attitude  toward  actual 
expenditures,  that  is,  those  who  marked  Too  Much  or  Very  Extravagant  and 
an  amount  in  excess  of  $11,000  numbered  197  or  44.1  percent  of  the  sample. 


\"i 
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MODULE  #3  -  COURTS 


I.   SEX  (Check  one) 

(   )  Male 
Frequency  Reported     %  of  Total 
307  64.6 

II.   AGE: 


(   )  Female 
Frequency  Reported     %  of  Total 


168 


35.4 


Missing  =  23 


Age  Group  in  Years 

23  and  Under 

24  to  29 
30  to  39 
40  to  49 
50  to  59 

60  and  Over 


III.   RACE  (Check  one) 

Race 

White 

Native  American 

Hispanic 

Other 

IV.   MARITAL  STATUS 

Status 

Married 
Single 
Divorced 
Widowed 

V.   OCCUPATION: 


y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

24 

5.2 

39 

8.4 

112 

24.3 

105 

22.8 

104 

22.6 

77 

16.7 

Misi 

sing  =  37 

y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

447 
4 
1 
3 

98.2 
0.9 
0.2 

0.7 
Missing  =  43 

y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

395 

83.3 

33 

7.0 

28 

5.9 

18 

3.8 

Missing  =  24 

Occupation 
Professional 
Managers 
Sales 
Clerical 
Craftsmen 
Operatives 


Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

60 

13.9 

41 

9.5 

17 

3.9 

31 

7.2 

25 

5.8 

1 

0.2 
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V.   OCCUPATION  (Continued) 


Occupation 

Transport 

Laborers,  Nonfarm 

Farmers,  Ranchers 

Laborers,  Farm 

Service 

Private  Household 

Students 

Retired 

Unemployed 

Military 

Other 


VI.   YEARLY  FAMILY  INCOME: 
Income 

1.  $5,000  and  under 

2.  $5,001  to  $10,000 

3.  $10,001  to  $15,000 

4.  $15,001  to  $20,000 

5.  $20,001  to  $25,000 

6.  $25,001  to  $30,000 

7.  $30,001  to  $40,000 

8.  Over  $40,000 


Size  of  Household 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

15 

3.5 

21 

4.9 

25 

5.8 

3 

0.7 

12 

2.8 

64 

14.8 

9 

2.1 

51 

11.8 

2 

0.5 

9 

2.1 

45 

10.4 

Missing 

Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

13 

3.9 

64 

19.0 

87 

25.8 

91 

27.0 

39 

11.6 

22 

6.5 

16 

/  1-5 

5 

/   Missing 

[HIS  HOUSEHOLD: 

Frequency  Reported 

%  of  Total 

41 

9.0 

151 

33.0 

82 

17.9 

95 

20.8 

57 

12.5 

21 

4.6 

6 

1.3 

4 

0.9 

Missing 

=  67 


;»'iS/5 


=  41 


VIII.   TYPE  OF  COMMUNITY  IN  WHICH  THIS  HOUSEHOLD  IS  LOCATED. 


Type  of  Community 

Rural 

Suburban 

Urban 


Frequency  Reported 

149 
120 
194 


% 

of  Total 

32.2 

25.9 

41.9 

Missing 

=  35 
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IX.   COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE: 


County 

Beaverhead 

Big  Horn 

Carbon 

Cascade 

Chouteau 

Custer 

Dawson 

Deer  Lodge 

Fergus 

Flathead 

Gallatin 

Glacier 

Granite 

Hill 

Jefferson 

Judith  Basin 

Lake 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Lincoln 

McCone 

Madison 

Mineral 

Missoula 

Musselshell 

Park 

Pondera 

Powder  River 

Powell 

Prairie 

Ravalli 

Richland 

Roosevelt 

Rosebud 

Sanders 

Silver  Bow 

Stillwater 

Sweet  Grass 

Toole 

Valley 

Wheatland 

Yellowstone 


X.   NAME  OF  NEAREST  CITY  OR  TOWN: 


Frequency  Reported 

7 

4 

3 
75 

1 

5 

8 
10 

5 
31 
25 

3 

2 
13 

3 

1 

6 
34 

9 

1 

4 

2 
51 

2 
10 

4 

2 

5 

1 
13 

6 

3 

3 

4 
22 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 
77 


(Responses  for  city  or  town  were  deleted  for  the  sake  of  brevity 
totals  appear  at  the  end  of  the  report.) 


% 

of  Total 

1.5 

0.9 

0.6 

16.1 

0.2 

1.1 

1.7 

2.1 

1.1 

6.7 

5.4 

0.6 

0.4 

2.8 

0.6 

0.2 

1.3 

7.3 

1.9 

0.2 

0.9 

0.4 

10.9 

0.4 

2.1 

0.9 

0.4 

1.1 

0.2 

2.8 

1.3 

0.6 

0.6 

0.9 

4.7 

0.2 

0.2 

0.9 

0.9 

0.2 

16.5 

Missing  =  32 

3f 

brevity.   Statewide 
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XI. 


DO  YOU  LIVE  WITHIN  THE  CITY  LIMITS? 

Answer  Frequt 

Yes 
No 


y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

290 

60.4 

190 

39.6 

Missing  =  18 

QUESTION  #1:    HAVE  YOU  EVER  SERVED  ON  A  JURY? 

Yes 
111  (22.8%) 


No 
375  (77.2%) 

Missing  =  12 


Older  Montanans  are  relatively  more  likely  to  have  served  on  a  jury: 


Yes 

No 

To 

tal 

Age  Group 

No. 
0 

% 

No. 
26 

% 

No. 
26 

% 

Under  25 

0 

100.0% 

100.0% 

25  to  59 

67 

19.9% 

288 

81.1% 

355 

100.0% 

60  and  over 

35 

47.9% 

38 

52.1% 

73 

100.0% 

Total: 

Yes 

=  102 

No  = 

352 

Miss 

ling 

=  44 

QUESTION  #2; 


IN  THE  PAST  YEAR  HAS  ANY  MEMBER  OF  YOUR  HOUSEHOLD  HAD  CONTACT 
WITH  ANY  COURT  IN  MONTANA? 


Yes 
104  (21.4%) 


No 
383  (78.6%) 

Missing  =11 


QUESTION  #3:    IF  YOU  ANSWERED  ITEM  2  YES,  WHAT  TYPE  OF  COURT  WAS  IT? 


City  Court 
19  (13.7%) 


Police  Court 
29  (20.9%) 


District  Court      Supreme  Court 
91  (65.5%)  0 

Missing  =  359 


QUESTION  #4:    IF  YOU  ANSWERED  ITEM  2  YES,  WHY  WERE  YOU  IN  COURT? 


Defendant 
24  (16.6%) 


Plaintiff 
15  (10.3%) 


Witness 
11  (7.6%) 


Jury  Member         Other 
76  (52.4%)        19  (13.1%) 
Missing  =  353 
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QUESTION  #5: 


JUDGES  SHOULD  USE  ALTERNATIVES  TO  PRISON  SENTENCES  FOR  ALL 
NON-VIOLENT  CRIMINALS. 


Strongly  Agree 
52  (11.7%) 


Agree 
171  (38.4%) 


Disagree 
168  (37.8%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

54  (12.1%) 
Missing  =  53 


Those  Montanans  in  the  middle  and  upper  middle  Income  levels  agree 
relatively  more  frequently  with  the  proposition  in  #5  than  those  with 
incomes  in  either  the  lowest  or  highest  ranges*; 


Yes 


No 


Income 


No. 


No. 


Under  10,000 

30 

44.1% 

38 

55.9% 

10,000  -  20,000 

73 

45.9% 

86 

54.1% 

20,001  -  30,000 

36 

67.9% 

17 

32.1% 

30,001  -  40,000 

10 

66.7% 

5 

33.3% 

40,001  and  over 

1 

20.0% 

4 

80.0% 

Total: 

Agree  = 

150 

Disagree  =  15 

Miss 

ing  = 

198 

Total 

No. 

% 

68 

100. 

,0% 

159 

100. 

,0% 

53 

100. 

.0% 

15 

100. 

,0% 

5 

100, 

.0% 

QUESTION  #6:    CRIMINAL  MATTERS  TAKE  TOO  LONG  TO  COME  TO  TRIAL. 


Strongly  Agree 
308  (64.6%) 


Agree 
158  (33.1%) 


Disagree 
9  (1.9%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

2  (0.4%) 
Missing  =21 


QUESTION  //7:    POLICE  AND  CITY  COURT  JUDGES  OUGHT  TO  HAVE  SOME  LEGAL  TRAINING. 


Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree 
248  (51.9%)    201  (42.1%)      23  (4.8%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

6  (1.3%) 
Missing  =  20 


Females  agree  relatively  more  often  than  males: 


Sex 

Male 
Females 


Yes 

No.     % 

No. 

26 
3 

No 

% 

T 
No. 

294 
162 

'otal 

% 

268   91.2% 
159   98.1% 

8.8% 
1.9% 

100.0% 
100.0% 

Total:         Agree  =  427 
Missing  =  42 


Disagree  =  29 


*The  low  number  of  respondents  in  the  highest  income  bracket  causes  a  lack 
of  statistical  confidence  concerning  those  responses. 
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QUESTION  #8:    WHEN  PLEA  BARGAINING  OCCURS,  THE  PUBLIC  SHOULD  BE  INFORMED 
OF  THE  PARTICULARS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
221  (48.9%)    190  (42.0%)      37  (8.2%)  4  (0.9%) 

Missing  =  46 

Older  Montanans  agreed  relatively  more  often  with  #8  than  younger 
Montanans: 


Yes 

No 

Total 

Age 

i  Group 
;er  25 

No. 
18 

c 
t 

I 

No. 
4 

% 

No. 
22 

% 

Und 

81, 

.8% 

18. 

,2% 

100. 

,0% 

25 

to  59 

290 

89, 

.8% 

33 

10, 

,2% 

323 

100. 

,0% 

60 

and  over 

72 

97, 

.3% 

2 

2, 

.7% 

74 

100. 

,0% 

Total:        Agree  =  380        Disagree  =  39 
Missing  =  79 


QUESTION  #9:    FIRST  OFFENDERS  OUGHT  TO  BE  SENTENCED  TO  PRISON  ONLY  FOR 
CRIMES  OF  VIOLENCE. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
78  (17.0%)    201  (43.7%)     140  (30.4%)         41  (8.9%) 

Missing  =  38 


QUESTION  #10:   PLEA  BARGAINING  IS  JUSTIFIED  IF  IT  DECREASES  THE  WORKLOAD 
OF  COURTS  AND  PROSECUTORS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
21  (4.7%)     114  (25.7%)     180  (40.6%)         128  (28.9%) 

Missing  =  55 


QUESTION  #11:   APPLICATION  OF  THE  DEATH  PENALTY  SERVES  TO  DETER  CRIME. 


Strongly  Agree 

Agree 

Disagree 

Strongly  Disagree 

267  (56.9%) 

150  (32.0%) 

33  (7.0%) 

19  (4.1%) 
Missing  =  29 

Older  persons  agreed  in  higher  proportions  than  younger: 

Yes 

Age  Group  No. 

Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


32 


13 

61, 

.9% 

305 

89, 

.4% 

70 

97, 

.2% 

No 

No. 

I 

f 
> 

8 

38. 

1% 

36 

10. 

6% 

2 

2. 

8% 

Total 

No. 

% 

21 

100. 

,0% 

341 

100. 

,0% 

72 

100. 

,0% 

Total:        Agree  =  388        Disagree  =  46 
Missing  =  64 


QUESTION  #12:   CIVIL  MATTERS  TAKE  TOO  LONG  TO  COME  TO  TRIAL. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
189  (42.9%)    247  (56.0%)       5  (1.1%)  0 

Missing  =  57 


QUESTION  #13:   THE  STATE  OUGHT  TO  PROVIDE  MONEY  FOR  LOCAL  PUBLIC  DEFENDERS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
43  (11.3%)    166  (43.6%)     134  (35.2%)        38  (10.0%) 

Missing  =  117 

Urban  dwellers  agreed  relatively  more  often  than  rural  residents: 

Yes  No  Total 

No.       %         No.       %         No.         % 


Urban              88     64.2%  49     35.8%       137       100.0% 

Rural             100     49.8%  101     50.2%       201       100.0% 

Total:        Agree  =  188  Disagree  =  150 
Missing  =  160 


QUESTION  #14:   JUDGES  SHOULD  NOT  CONSIDER  LOCAL  COMMUNITY  OPINION  IN 
SENTENCING  FELONS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
118  (26.6%)    201  (45.4%)     104  (23.5%)        20  (4.5%) 

Missing  =  55 


QUESTION  #15:   JUDGES  HAND  DOWN  TOO  MANY  SUSPENDED  OR  DEFERRED  SENTENCES. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
227  (52.2%)    165  (37.9%)      39  (9.0%)  4  (0.9%) 

Missing  =  63 

Older  respondents  agree  relatively  more  frequently  than  do  younger: 

Yes  No  Total 

Age  Group  No.      %         No.      %         No.         % 

Under  25  15    68.2%        7     31.8%        22       100.0% 

25  to  59  284    91.0%       28      9.0%       312       100.0% 

60  and  over         65    95.6%        3      4.4%        68       100.0% 

Total:        Agree  =  364        Disagree  =  38 
Missing  =  96 
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QUESTION  #16:   JUDGES  OUGHT  ONLY  TO  PRESIDE  OVER  THE  TRIAL  OF  A  DEFENDANT; 
SENTENCING  SHOULD  BE  DONE  BY  A  SENTENCING  BOARD. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
44  (11.8%)    119  (31.8%)     151  (40.4%)         60  (16.0%) 

Missing  =  124 


QUESTION  #17:   MONTANA  COURTS  OPERATE  IN  THE  BEST  INTEREST  OF  THE  CITIZENRY. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
6  (1.6%)     131  (35.8%)     174  (47.5%)        55  (15.0%) 

Missing  =  132 


QUESTION  #18:   COUNTY  ATTORNEYS  SHOULD  BE  FULLTIME  PROSECUTORS  AND  SHOULD 
NOT  ENGAGE  IN  PRIVATE  PRACTICE. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
171  (38.7%)    196  (44.3%)      71  (16.1%)         4  (0.9%) 


Missing  =  56 


Young  respondents  agree  relatively  less  often: 


Yes  No  Total 

Age  Group               No.      %  No.  %  No.  % 

Under  25                 14    63.6%  8  36.4%  22  100.0% 

25  to  59               269    84.6%  49  15.4%  318  100.0% 

60  and  over             55    83.3%  11  16.7%  66  100.0% 

Total:        Agree  =  338        Disagree  =  68 
Missing  =  92 

Males  agree  relatively  more  often: 

Yes  No  Total 

Sex  No.      %         No.      %  No.      % 


Male                  237  86.2%  38    13.8%         275    100.0% 

Female                 113  79.9%  32    22.1%          145    100.0% 

Total:         Agree  =  350  Disagree  =  70 

Missing  =  78  ^-,,,  ...i^.-  ; 


QUESTION  #19:   TOO  MANY  GUILTY  PERSONS  ARE  SET  FREE  ON  LEGAL  TECHNICALITIES. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
343  (72.5%)    113  (23.9%)       17  (3.6%)  0 

Missing  =  25 
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QUESTION  #20:   PERSONS  ARRESTED  FOR  VIOLENT  CRIMES  SHOULD  BE  JAILED  UNTIL 
THEIR  TRIAL. 


Strongly  Agree 
295  (62.8%) 


Agree 
151  (32.1%) 


Disagree 
16  (3.4%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
8  (1.7%) 
Missing  =  28 


QUESTION  #21:   SENTENCES  HANDED  DOWN  BY  MONTANA  COURTS  ARE  TOO  HARSH. 


Strongly  Agree 

Agree 

Disagree 

Strongly  Disagree 

5  (1.2%) 

8  (1.9%) 

262  (62.8%) 

142  (34.1%) 
Missing  =81 

Older  respondents  disagree  relatively  more  often; 


Yes 


Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


No. 


3 

18.8% 

8 

2.7% 

0 

0 

No. 


No 


13 

81.3% 

293 

97 . 3% 

70 

100.0% 

No. 

16 
301 

70 


Total 


% 


100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 


Total:         Agree  =11 
Missing  =111 


Disagree  =  376 


QUESTION  #22:   THERE  IS  NOT  ENOUGH  PUBLIC  INFORMATION  ABOUT  COURT  OPERATIONS, 


Strongly  Agree 
109  (25.2%) 


Agree 
279  (64.4%) 


Disagree 
42  (9.7%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
3  (0.7%) 
Missing  =  65 


QUESTION  #23:   ALLOWING  THE  APPEAL  PROCESS  TO  CONTINUE  INDEFINITELY  MAY 
NOT  SERVE  JUSTICE. 


Strongly  Agree 
219  (47.7%) 


Agree 
202  (44.0%) 


Disagree 
28  (6.1%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
10  (2.2%) 

Missing  =  39 


Respondents  who  agreed  to  #23  tend  to  be  older: 


Yes 


Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


No. 


18 

78.3% 

306 

91.6% 

67 

98.5 

No. 

5 
28 

1 


No 


% 


21.7% 
8.4% 
1.5% 


No. 


Total 


23 

100.0% 

334 

100.0% 

68 

100.0% 

Total:         Agree  =391 
Missing  =  73 


Disagree  =  34 
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QUESTION  #24:   THE  PRIMARY  CONCERN  OF  JUVENILE  COURTS  OUGHT  TO  BE  THE 
WELFARE  OF  THE  JUVENILE. 


Strongly  Agree 
114  (24.9%) 


Agree 
182  (39.7%) 


Disagree 
127  (27.7%) 


Females  agreed  relatively  more  often  than  males: 


Yes 


Sex 

Males 

Females 


No. 
165 
117 


% 


58.5% 
73.1% 


No. 

117 

43 


No 


% 


41.5% 
26.9% 


Strongly  Disagree 
35  (7.6%) 
Missing  =  40 


Total 
No.        % 
282      100.0% 
160      100.0% 


Total:        Agree  =  282 
Missing  =  56 


Disagree  =  160 


QUESTION  #25:   JUVENILES  WHO  ARE  ACCUSED  OF  FELONIES  OUGHT  TO  BE  TRIED  AND 
PUNISHED  AS  ADULTS. 


Strongly  Agree 
118  (26.7%) 


Agree 
206  (46.6%) 


Disagree 
104  (23.5%) 


Strongly  Disagree 
14  (3.2%) 
Missing  =  56 


QUESTION  #26:   MOST  SENTENCES  GIVEN  FOR  CRIMINAL  OFFENSES  ARE: 


For  First  Offense 
For  Second  Offense 


Too  Harsh 
10  (2.1%) 

1  (1.4%) 


Too  Light 
269  (55.5%) 

365  (75.3%) 


About  Right 
124  (25.1 


Question  #26  was  also  asked  in  the  1976  survey: 


1976 

Survey 

First  Ofi 

Fense 
Harsh 

No. 
12 

% 

Too 

2. 

4% 

Too 

Light 

281 

55. 

,5% 

About  Right 

172 

34. 

,0% 

Not 

Sure 

41 

8, 

.1% 

506 

100. 

,0% 

Misi 

sing  = 

16 

Not  Sure 
82  (16.9%) 


40  (8.2%)      73  (15.1%) 
Missing  =  13 


1977  Survey 
No.     % 


2.1% 
55.5% 
25.6% 
16.9% 


10 
269 
124 

82  

485  100.0% 

Missing  =  13 
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1976 

Survey 

Second  Oi 

ffense 
Harsh 

No. 
2 

7„ 

Too 

0. 

4% 

Too 

Light 

438 

86. 

.6% 

About  Right 

28 

5. 

,5% 

Not 

Sure 

38 

7. 

,5% 

506 

100. 

,0% 

Miss 

ing  = 

16 

1977 

Survey 

No. 

% 

1 

1. 

,4% 

365 

75, 

,3% 

40 

8. 

,2% 

73 

15. 

,1% 

475 

100. 

,0% 

Miss 

ing  = 

=  23 

Respondents  to  Module  #3  (Courts)  did  not  exhibit  great  diversity  of 
opinion;  after  answers  of  No  Opinion  were  deleted,  14  of  the  26  questions 
had  responses  which  were  at  least  66  percent  Agree  or  Strongly  Agree,  or  66 
percent  Disagree  or  Strongly  Disagree.   They  were: 


Agree  or  Strongly  Agree: 
Question  # 

6  -  Criminal  matters  take  too  long  to  come 

to  trial. 

19  -  Too  many  guilty  persons  are  set  free  on 

legal  technicalities. 

20  -  Persons  arrested  for  violent  crimes  should 

be  jailed  until  their  trial. 

7  -  Police  and  city  court  judges  ought  to  have 

some  legal  training. 
12  -  Civil  matters  take  too  long  to  come  to 

trial. 
23  -  Allowing  the  appeal  process  to  continue 

indefinitely  may  not  serve  justice. 
11  -  Application  of  the  death  penalty  serves 

to  deter  crime. 

8  -  When  plea  bargaining  occurs,  the  public 

should  be  informed  of  the  particulars. 
15  -  Judges  hand  down  too  many  suspended  or 

deferred  sentences. 
22  -  There  is  not  enough  public  information 

about  court  operations. 
18  -  County  attorneys  should  be  fulltime 

prosecutors  and  should  not  engage  in 

private  practice. 
25  -  Juveniles  who  are  accused  of  felonies 

ought  to  be  tried  and  punished  as  adults. 
14  -  Judges  should  not  consider  local  community 

opinion  in  sentencing  felons. 


Response 


94.3% 

-  Agree 

93.6% 

-  Agree 

91.8% 

-  Agree 

90.3% 

-  Agree 

89.9% 

-  Agree 

86.5% 

-  Agree 

84.4% 

-  Agree 

83.5% 

-  Agree 

80.5% 

-  Agree 

79.7% 

-  Agree 

75.8% 

-  Agree 

67.0% 

-  Agree 

66.0% 

-  Agree 
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Disagree  or  Strongly  Disagree: 

Question  //  Response 

21  -  Sentences  handed  down  by  Montana 

courts  are  too  harsh.  83.6 


Questions  6  and  12  concerned  citizens'  feelings  about  the  length  of  time 
it  takes  criminal  and  civil  matters,  respectively,  to  come  to  trial.   Montanans 
overwhelmingly  responded  that  they  believed  both  types  of  cases  take  too  long 
(for  each  respondent's  personal  perception  of  "too  long")  to  come  to  trial. 

In  a  study  done  in  1976,  MBCC  determined  that,  at  least  for  criminal 
cases,  Montana  district  courts  move  with  relative  dispatch,  disposing  of  80 
percent  of  all  criminal  cases  within  four  months  of  arraignment.   Even  in 
those  cases  involving  a  trial  (not  guilty  pleas) ,  Montana  district  courts 
disposed  of  67.2  percent  within  four  months.   This  does  not  seem  overly  long. 

In  addition,  the  perception  of  the  slowness  of  the  system  did  not  differ 
between  those  who  had  had  contact  with  a  court  and  those  who  had  not. 

These  facts,  and  the  strong  responses  to  question  22  (indicating  a 
uniform  desire  for  more  public  information  about  courts)  suggest  that  perhaps 
Montanans  are  not  really  certain  about  the  particulars  concerned  in  the 
operation  of  Montana's  judicial  system. 
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MODULE   //4   -  GENERAL 


I.      SEX   (Check  one) 

(   )  Male 
Frequency  Reported   %  of  Total 
314  62.9 

II.  AGE: 


Age  Group  in  Years 

23  and  under 

24  to  29 
30  to  39 
40  to  49 
50  to  59 

60  and  over 


III.   RACE  (Check  one) 

Race 

White 

Native  American 

Hispanic 

Asian 

Other 

IV.   MARITAL  STATUS 

Status 

Married 
Single 
Divorced 
Widowed 


V.   OCCUPATION: 

Occupation 

Professional 

Managers 

Sales 

Clerical 

Craftsmen 


(   )  Female 
Frequency  Reported 
185 


%  of  Total 
37.1 


Missing  =  23 


y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

29 

5.9 

70 

14.3 

94 

19.3 

104 

21.3 

114 

23.4 

77 

15.8 

Mis! 

sing  =  34 

y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

481 

97.2 

9 

1.8 

2 

0.4 

1 

0.2 

2 

0.4 

Missing  =  27 

Frequency  Reported 

420 
42 
33 
15 


%  ( 

Df  Total 

82.4 

8.2 

6.5 

2.9 

sing 

=  12 

Frequency  Reported 

59 
47 
8 
36 
29 


%  of  Total 

13, 

.1 

10, 

.4 

1, 

.8 

8, 

.0 

6, 

.4 

39 


V.   OCCUPATION  (Continued) 


Occupation 

Operatives 

Transport 

Laborers,  Nonfarm 

Farmers,  Ranchers 

Laborers,  Farm 

Service 

Private  Household 

Students 

Retired 

Unemployed 

Military 

Other 


y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

3 

0.7 

19 

4.2 

18 

4.0 

30 

6.6 

1 

0.2 

8 

1.8 

63 

13.9 

11 

2.4 

66 

14.6 

1 

0.2 

2 

0.4 

51 

11.3 

Missing  =  70 

VI.   YEARLY  FAMILY  INCOME: 


Income 

1. 

$5,000  and  under 

2. 

$5,001  to  $10,000 

3. 

$10,001  to  $15,000 

4. 

$15,001  to  $20,000 

5. 

$20,001  to  $25,000 

6. 

$25,001  to  $30,000 

7. 

$30,001  to  $40,000 

8. 

Over  $40,000 

VII.   NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  IN  THIS  HOUSEHOLD: 

Size  of  Household  Frequem 

1 
2 
3 
A 
3 
6 
7 
8 
10 


VIII.   TYPE  OF  COMMUNITY  IN  WHICH  THIS  HOUSEHOLD  IS  LOCATED. 

Type  of  Community  Frequency  Reported       %  of  Total 


y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

22 

6.0 

68 

18.6 

101 

27.6 

88 

24.0 

33 

9.0 

30 

8.2 

13 

3.6 

11 

3.0 

Missing  =  156 

y  Reported 

%  of  Total 

42 

8.6 

158 

32.2 

93 

19.0 

97 

19.8 

63 

12.9 

25 

5.1 

6 

1.2 

4 

0.8 

2 

0.4 

— 

Missing  =  32 

Rural 

Suburban 

Urban 


166 
142 
184 


33.7 
28.9 
37.4 
Missing  =  30 
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IX.   COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE: 


County 

Beaverhead 

Big  Horn 

Cascade 

Chouteau 

Custer 

Dawson 

Deer  Lodge 

Fallon 

Fergus 

Flathead 

Gallatin 

Glacier 

Judith  Basin 

Hill 

Jefferson 

Lake 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Lincoln 

McCone 

Madison 

Mineral 

Missoula 

Musselshell 

Park 

Pondera 

Powder  River 

Powell 

Ravalli 

Richland 

Roosevelt 

Rosebud 

Sanders 

Silver  Bow 

Teton 

Toole 

Valley 

Wheatland 

Yellowstone 


Frequency  Reported 

7 

5 
55 

1 

6 

8 
10 

4 

6 
41 
30 

6 

1 
18 

4 
11 
42 

9 

2 

3 

2 
57 

1 

6 

8 

I 

3 
13 

4 

3 

4 

4 
37 

2 

5 

7 

1 
75 


NAME  OF  NEAREST  CITY  OR  TOWN:  

(Responses  for  city  or  town  were  deleted  for  the  sake  of  brevity 
totals  appear  at  the  end  of  the  report) . 


%  of  Total 

1.4 

1.0 

11.0 

0.2 

1.2 

1.6 

2.0 

0.8 

1.2 

8.2 

6.0 

1.2 

0.2 

3.6 

0.8 

2.2 

8.4 

1.8 

0.4 

0.6 

0.4 

11.4 

0.2 

1.2 

1.6 

0.2 

0.6 

2.6 

0.8 

0.6 

0.8 

0.8 

7.4 

0.4 

1.0 

1.4 

0.2 

14.9 

Missing  =  20 

5ake  of  brevity.   Statewide 

XI.   DO  YOU  LIVE  WITHIN  THE  CITY  LIMITS? 


Answer 
Yes 
No 


Frequency  Reported 
303 
211 


%  of  Total 

58.9 

41.1 
Missing  =  8 
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QUESTION  #1: 


IN  THE  PAST  YEAR  WERE 
YOU  OR  ANY  MEMBER  OF 
YOUR  HOUSEHOLD  THE  VICTIM 
OF  THE  FOLLOWING  CRIMES? 


IF  SO,  WAS  THE  CRIME 
REPORTED  TO  A  LAW 
ENFORCEMENT  AGENCY? 


Yes 

Yes 

No 

la. 

Aggravated  Assault 

14  (  2.7%) 

11  (  78.6%) 

3 

b. 

Rape 

2  (   .4%) 

2  (100.0%) 

0 

c. 

Robbery  (of  your  person) 

12  (  2.3%) 

5  (  41.7%) 

7 

d. 

Burglary  (illegal  entry) 

48  (  9.2%) 

33  (  68.8%) 

15 

e. 

Larceny  (theft  of  property) 

93  (17.8%) 

59  (  63.4%) 

34 

f. 

Auto  Theft 

17  (  3.3%) 

13  (  76.5%) 

4 

R. 

Vandalism 

95  (18.2%) 

46  (  48.4%) 

49 

h. 

Bad  Checks,  Fraud 

50  (  9.6%) 

20  (  40.0%) 

•  •  • 

30 

QUESTION  #2: 


IF  A  CRIME  IN  ITEM  1  WAS  NOT  REPORTED  TO  A  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AGENCY, 
WHY  WASN'T  IT? 


3a.  Nothing  would  be  done. 

b.  Did  not  want  a  police  investigation. 

c.  Wasn't  serious  enough. 

d.  Matter  was  personal  or  private. 

e.  Police  would  not  have  responded  quickly  enough. 

f .  Courts  would  not  deal  effectively  with  the 
criminal. 


Frequency  Reported 
52 
4 
52 
14 
15 
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QUESTION  #3: 


WHAT  2  CRIMES  IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY  WORRY  YOU  MOST  OR  ARE  MOST 
LIKELY  TO  AFFECT  YOU? 


3a.   (List) 
b.   (List) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  crimes  calculated  from  both  3a  and  3b. 


Crime 

Murder 

Rape 

Assault 

Robbery 

Kidnapping 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Auto  Theft 

Vandalism 

Bad  Checks,  Fraud 

Other 


Frequency  Repoi 

■ted 

%  ( 

jf  Total 

17 

1.8 

61 

6.4 

53 

5.6 

59 

6.2 

0 

241 

25.3 

160 

16.8 

24 

2.5 

238 

25.0 

16 

1.7 

83 

8.7 

Missing 

=  92 
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Questions  //la  and  b,  2  and  3a  and  b  were  also  asked  on  the  1976  survey 
(as  well  as  on  Module  #1).  Percentages  are  computed  on  the  total  number  of 
Yes  responses  to  the  question  in  each  survey. 


QUESTION  #la: 


IN  THE  PAST  YEAR  WERE  YOU  OR  ANY  MEMBER  OF  YOUR  HOUSEHOLD  THE 
VICTIM  OF  ANY  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  CRIMES  (Only  Yes  responses  are 
displayed) . 


Crime 

Aggravated  Assault 

Rape 

Robbery  (of  your  person) 

Burglary  (illegal  entry) 

Larceny  (theft  of  property) 

Auto  Theft 

Vandalism 

Bad  Checks,  Fraud 


1976 

Survey 

1977 

Survey 

No. 

%  of  Total 

No. 

%_ 

of  Total 

7 

2.4 

14 

4.2 

5 

1.7 

2 

.6 

7 

2.4 

12 

3.6 

49 

16.4 

48 

14.5 

86 

28.8 

93 

28.1 

19 

6.4 

17 

5.1 

101 

33.9 

95 

28.7 

24 

8.0 

50 

15.1 

298 


100.0% 


331 


100.0% 


QUESTION  #lb:   IF  SO,  WAS  THE  CRIME  REPORTED  TO  A  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AGENCY? 

(Percentages  are  computed  on  those  who  reported  being  victims 
of  each  crime) . 


1976  Survey 

1977  Survey 

Yes 

No 

Yes       No 

Crime 

No. 
6 

% 

1 

No. 
11 

% 

Aggravated  Assault 

85.7 

78.6    3 

Rape 

2 

40.0 

3 

2 

100.0    0 

Robbery  (of  your  person) 

7 

100.0 

0 

5 

41.7    7 

Burglary  (illegal  entry) 

42 

85.7 

7 

33 

68.8   15 

Larceny  (theft  of  property) 

67 

77.9 

19 

59 

63.4   34 

Auto  Theft 

18 

94.7 

1 

13 

76.5    4 

Vandalism 

53 

52.5 

48 

46 

48.4   49 

Bad  Checks,  Fraud 

14 

58.3 

10 

20 

40.0   30 

209 


100% 


189 


100% 
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QUESTION  #2: 


IF  A  CRIME  IN  ITEM  1  WAS  NOT  REPORTED  TO  A  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AGENCY, 
WHY  WASN'T  IT?   (For  comparison,  percentages  are  computed  on  the 
responses  for  the  question  in  each  survey.) 


Reason 

Nothing  would  be  done. 

Did  not  want  a  police  investigation. 

Wasn't  serious  enough. 

Matter  was  personal  or  private. 

Police  could  not  have  responded 

quickly  enough. 
Courts  would  not  have  dealt  effectively 

with  the  criminal. 


1976 

Survey 

1977 

Survey 

No. 

% 

No. 
52 

% 

46 

33.8 

28.4 

10 

7.4 

4 

2.2 

3 

2.2 

52 

28.4 

10 

7.4 

14 

7.6 

46 

33.8 

15 

8.2 

21 

15.4 

46 

25.1 

136 


100% 


183 


100% 


QUESTION:   WHAT  TWO  CRIMES  IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY  WORRY  YOU  MOST  OR  ARE  MOST 
LIKELY  TO  AFFECT  YOU? 


1976 

Survey 

1977 

Survey 

Crime 

(Question  3a) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

First  Concern: 

Murder 

74 

22.4 

12 

2.3 

Rape 

* 

39 

7.5 

Assault 

53 

16.1 

25 

4.8 

Robbery 

5 

1.5 

34 

6.5 

Kidnapping 

* 

0 

Burglary 

1 

.3 

169 

32.4 

Larceny 

190 

57.6 

72 

13.8 

Auto  Theft 

* 

10 

1.9 

Vandalism 

5 

1.5 

78 

14.9 

Bad  Checks, 

,  Fraud 

Ji 

.6 

6 

1.1 

Other  or  mi 

Lssing 
Dotal 

330 

77 
522 

■] 

100% 

100% 

Second  Concern: 

(Question  3b) 

Murder 

43 

17.8 

5 

0.1 

Rape 

* 

22 

4.2 

Assault 

22 

9.1 

28 

5.4 

Robbery 

2 

0.8 

25 

4.8 

Burglary 

7 

2.9 

72 

13.8 

Larceny 

162 

67.2 

88 

16.9 

Auto  Theft 

* 

14 

2.7 

Vandalism 

2 

0.8 

160 

30.7 

Bad  Checks 

,  Fraud 

3 

1.2 

10 

1.9 

Other  or  m 

issing 
Total 

241 

98 
522 

18.8 

100% 

100% 

*Not  tallied  in  1976  survey. 
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QUESTION 

#4:    HOW  SAFE  DO  YOU  FEEL  IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY  AT  NIGHT? 
Very  Safe      Safe          Unsafe         Very  Unsafe 

Missing  =  32 

QUESTION 

#5:    WHAT  IS  YOUR  OPINION  CONCERNING  ANY  SORT  OF  GUN  CONT 

Strongly  In  Favor 
36  (7.3%) 


In  Favor 
77  (15.6% 


Disfavor       Strongly  Disfavor 
124  (25.2%)        256  (51.9%) 
Missing  =  29 


Montanans  living  in  the  six  largest  cities  and  towns  in  Montana  are  in 
favor  relatively  more  often,  but  Montanans  generally  are  against  gun  control 
by  more  than  3  to  1: 

Total 
No.      % 


Favor 

No.    % 

Urban 

51   30.4 

Rural 

49   16.9 

Total:         Favor  =  100 

Missing  =  64 

Disfavor 
No.    % 

117 
241 

69. 
83. 

6 
,1 

Disfavor  =  358 


168 
290 


100.0 
100.0 


Women  agreed  relatively  more  often  than  men: 

Disfavor 


Male 
Female 


Favor 

No.  %_ 

47 
64 


15.6 
37.4 


No. 
254 
107 


% 


84.4 
62.6 


Total 

No.   %_ 

301 
171 


100.0 
100.0 


Total:        Favor  =  HI 
Missing  =  50 


Disfavor  =361 


QUESTION  H:        WHAT  IS  YOUR  OPINION  CONCERNING  HANDGUN  REGISTRATION? 


Strongly  In  Favor 
119  (24.2%) 


In  Favor       Disfavor       Strongly  Disfavor 
118  (24.0%)     81  (16.5%)        174  (35.4%) 

Missing  =  30 


Young  Montanans  were  in  favor  relatively  more  frequently  than  older 
Montanans: 


Age  Group 

No. 

28 

170 

iv                           29 

Total:         Fai 
Missing  =  60 

/or 

% 

Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  ov( 

75.7 
48.3 
39.7 

/or  = 

227 

Disfavor 

No.     %_ 

9 
182 

44 


24.3 
51.7 
60.3 


Disfavor  =  235 


Total 
No.    %_ 

37 
352 

73 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
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Women  were  relatively  more  likely  to  favor  registration  than  men: 

Favor  Disfavor  Total 

No.     %  No.      %        No.      % 


Male                118   39.6  180    60,4       298   100.0 

Female              110   63.6  63    36.4       173   100.0 

Total:         Favor  =  228         Disfavor  =  243 
Missing  =51 


QUESTION  #7:    CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT  IS  AN  APPROPRIATE  PUNISHMENT  FOR  SOME 
CRIMES . 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
332  (65.0%)    140  (27.4%)      26  (5.1%)  13  (2.5%) 

Missing  =  11 


QUESTION  #8:  MONTANA  SHOULD  HAVE  A  PROGRAM  TO  REIMBURSE  THE  VICTIMS  OF 
CRIME  FOR  MEDICAL  BILLS,  LOSS  OF  EARNINGS,  ETC.,  SUFFERED 
AS  A  RESULT  OF  THE  CRIME. 


Strongly  Agree      Agree 
142  (33.3%)    160  (37.6%) 

Disagree 
85  (20.0%) 

Strongly  Disagree 

39  (9.2%) 
Missing  =  96 

QUESTION  //9:    CRIMINALS  SHOULD  BE  MADE  TO  MAKE  FINANCIAL  RESTITUTION  TO 
THEIR  VICTIMS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree 
354  (74.4%)    116  (24.4%) 

Disagree 
2  (0.4%) 

Strongly  Disagree 

4  (0.8%) 
Missing  =  46 

Older  Montanans  agree  in  greater 

proportions: 

• 

Yes 
Age  Group               No.     % 

No. 
2 
3 
0 

No                Total 
%          No.      % 

Under  25                 35    94.6 
25  to  59                336    99.1 
60  and  over              71   100.0 

5.4          37    100.0 
.9         339    100.0 
0           71    100.0 

Total:        Agree  =  442 
Missing  =  75 

Disag 

;ree  =  5 

QUESTION  y/lO:   POLICE  WHO  DEAL  WITH  YOUNG  PEOPLE  SHOULD  HAVE  SPECIAL  TRAINING. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
233  (50.2%)    208  (44.8%)      20  (4.3%)  3  (0.6%) 

Missing  =  58 
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QUESTION  //U:   PERSONS  WHO  COMMIT  FELONIES  WHILE  IN  POSSESSION  OF  A  FIREARM 
SHOULD  RECEIVE  A  MANDATORY  PRISON  SENTENCE. 


Strongly  Agree 
277  (59.4%) 


Agree 
173  (37.1%) 


Disagree 
10  (2.1%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

6  (1.3%) 
Missing  =  56 


QUESTION  #12:   ALCOHOLISM  SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  A  MITIGATING  CIRCUMSTANCE 
IN  SENTENCING  CONVICTED  CRIMINALS. 


Strongly  Agree 
31  (7.4%) 


Agree 
114  (27.1%) 


Disagree 
177  (42.0%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

99  (23.5%) 
Missing  =  101 


Younger  Montanans  agreed  relatively  more  frequently: 


Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


Yes 

No 

Total 

No.    % 

No.    % 

No.     % 

14  58.3 

10  41.7 

24   100.0 

100  33.1 

202   66.9 

302   100.0 

23  35.4 

42  64.2 

65   100.0 

Total:        Agree  =  137 
Missing  =  131 


Disagree  =  254 


QUESTION  #13:   DRUG  ADDICTION  SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  A  MITIGATING  CIRCUMSTANCE 
IN  SENTENCING  CONVICTED  CRIMINALS. 


Strongly  Agree 
44  (9.9%) 


Agree 
98  (22.1%) 


Disagree 
167  (37.7%) 


Those  under  25  agreed  disproportionately: 


Strongly  Disagree 

134  (30.2%) 
Missing  =  79 


Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 


Yes 

No 

Total 

No.    % 

No. 
12 

% 

No. 
29 

% 

17    58.6 

41.4 

100.0 

96    30.3 

221 

69.7 

317 

100.0 

23    33.3 

46 

66.7 

69 

100.0 

Total:         Agree  =136 
Missing  =  107 


Disagree  =  279 


QUESTION  //14:   PLEA  BARGAINING  IS  JUSTIFIED  IF  IT  DECREASES  THE  WORKLOAD 
OF  THE  COURTS. 


Strongly  Agree 
10  (2.4%) 


Agree 
86  (20.8%) 


Disagree 
170  (41.2%) 


Strongly  Disagree 

147  (35.6%) 
Missing  =  109 
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QUESTION  #15:   JUVENILES  WHO  STEAL  OR  VANDALIZE  SHOULD  PAY  BACK  THEIR  VICTIMS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
365  (75.4%)    114  (23.6%)       3  (0.6%)  2  (0.4%) 

Missing  =  38 


QUESTION  #16:   WHEN  PLEA  BARGAINING  OCCURS,  THE  PUBLIC  SHOULD  BE  INFORMED 
OF  THE  PARTICULARS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
249  (54.6%)    186  (40.8%)      16  (3.5%)  5  (1.1%) 

Missing  =  66 


QUESTION  #17:   FIRST  OFFENDERS  SHOULD  BE  SENT  TO  PRISON  ONLY  AS  A  LAST  RESORT. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
59  (14.2%)    195  (47.0%)     130  (31.3%)  31  (7.5%) 

Missing  =  107 


QUESTION  #18:   CRIMINAL  RECORDS  OR  ARREST  RECORDS  SHOULD  REMAIN  PRIVATE. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
67  (15.5%)     98  (22.6%)     185  (42.7%)         83  (19.2%) 

Missing  =  89 

Younger  Montanans  agreed  in  greater  proportion  than  older: 


Age  Group 
Under  25 
25  to  59 
60  and  over 

Total:         Agree  =  155         Disagree  =  249 
Missing  =118 

Females  agreed  relatively  more  often  than  males: 


Males 
Females 


Yes 

No 

Total 

No.    % 

No.    % 

No.     % 

27   84.4 

5   15.6 

32   100.0 

106   34.1 

205  65.9 

311   100.0 

22   36.1 

39  63.9 

61   100.0 

Yes 

No.     % 

No 
No.    % 

Total 
No.     % 

87    33.3 
69    45.1 

174   66.7 
84   54.9 

261   100.0 
153   100.0 

Total:        Agree  =  156        Disagree  =  258 
Missing  =  108 
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QUESTION  #19:   JUVENILES  WHO  ARE  ACCUSED  OF  FELONIES  SHOULD  BE  TRIED  AND 
PUNISHED  AS  ADULTS. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
116  (26.6%)    201  (46.1%)     105  (24.1%)         14  (3.2%) 


Missing  =  86 


Older  respondents  agreed  relatively  more  often; 


Yes 

No 

Total 

Age  Group 

No. 
18 

% 

No. 
13 

- 

% 

No.      % 

Under  25 

58.1 

41.9 

31    100.0 

25  to  59 

228 

71.7 

90 

28.3 

318   100.0 

60  and  over 

53 

84.1 

10 

15.9 

63   100.0 

Total:        Agree  =  299        Disagree  =113 
Missing  =110 


QUESTION  #20:   APPLICATION  OF  THE  DEATH  PENALTY  SERVES  TO  DETER  CRIME. 

Strongly  Agree      Agree         Disagree       Strongly  Disagree 
230  (50.5%)    155  (34.1%)      48  (10.5%)         22  (4.8%) 

Missing  =67 

Males  agree  relatively  more  often  than  do  females: 

Yes  No  Total 

No.     %         No.     %  No.      % 


No. 

No 

% 

26 
41 

9.6 
24.8 

Males  245    90.4       26     9.6  271    100.0 

Females  124    75.2       41    24.8  165    100.0 

Total:        Agree  =  369        Disagree  =  67 
Missing  =  86 

Opinion  in  Module  #4  was  skewed  towards  agreement  or  disagreement  in 
17  of  20  questions  (Questions  are  in  decreasing  order  by  strength  of  opinion) 

Question  #  Response 

15  -  Juveniles  who  steal  or  vandalize  should  pay 

back  their  victims.  99.0%  -  Agree 

9  -  Criminals  should  be  made  to  make  financial 

restitution  to  their  victims.  98.8%  -  Agree 

11  -  Persons  who  commit  felonies  while  in 

possession  of  a  firearm  should  receive  a 

mandatory  prison  sentence.  96.5%  -  Agree 

16  -  When  plea  bargaining  occurs,  the  public 

should  be  informed  of  the  particulars.  95.4%  -  Agree 

10  -  Police  who  deal  with  young  people  should  have 

special  training.  95.0%  -  Agree 

7  -  Capital  punishment  is  an  appropriate  punishment 

for  some  crimes.  92.4%  -  Agree 
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Question  #   (continued)  Response 

20  -  Application  of  the  death  penalty  serves  to 

deter  crime.  84.6%  -  Agree 

4  -  How  safe  do  you  feel  in  your  community  at  night?         79.3%  -  Safe 

5  -  What  is  your  opinion  concerning  any  sort  of  gun 

control.  77.1%  -  Agree 

14  -  Plea  bargaining  is  justified  if  it  decreases 

the  workload  of  the  courts.  76.8%  -  Disagree 

19  -  Juveniles  who  are  accused  of  felonies  should  be 

tried  and  punished  as  adults.  72.7%  -  Agree 

13  -  Drug  addiction  should  be  considered  a  mitigating 

circumstance  in  sentencing  convicted  criminals.  67.9%  -  Disagree 

A  cross-tabulation  of  questions  five  and  six,  having  to  do  with  gun  control 
and  handgun  registration,  respectively,  indicates  that  Montanans  do  not  uniformly 
recognize  handgun  registration  as  gun  control.   Montanans  who  disfavored  or 
strongly  disfavored  handgun  registration  numbered  235,  45  percent  of  the  sample 
(50.8  percent  of  those  who  had  an  opinion).   But  380  respondents  disfavored  or 
strongly  disfavored  explicit  gun  control:   this  figure  is  72.8  percent  of  the 
sample,  or  77  percent  of  those  who  had  an  opinion.   This  means  that  (after 
pair-wise  deletion  of  missing  values  for  purposes  of  cross-tabulation)  112 
Montanans  who  favored  handgun  registration  disfavored  gun  control. 

Questions  12  and  13  had  to  do  with  whether  alcoholism  and  drug  addiction 
should  be  mitigating  circumstances  in  sentencing  convicted  persons.   Montanans 
disfavored  each  proposition  by  approximately  2  to  1,  but  20  persons  who  thought 
alcoholism  should  be  a  mitigating  circumstance  thought  that  drug  addiction 
should  not. 


Ok 
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In  general,  Montanans  responding  to  the  survey  (all  modules)  showed  a  con- 
servative bent,  for  more  severe  sentences,  against  gun  control,  for  the  death 
penalty,  etc.   An  examination  of  each  module  will  show  a  large  number  of  questions 
in  which  two-thirds  or  more  of  respondents  either  agreed  or  disagreed  with  a  par- 
ticular statement. 

Even  though  (as  noted  earlier)  male  respondents  outnumbered  female  respon- 
dents, cross- tabulations  of  sex  against  the  various  questions  indicated  very 
little  difference  of  opinion  based  on  gender.   Montanans  responded  very  much 
alike  on  all  modules,  without  respect  to  race,  sex,  age  or  income;  exceptions  are 
noted  in  the  text. 

The  data  base  created  by  this  survey  has  been  retained  by  MBCC,  and  can  be 
used  for  further  study  or  for  comparison  with  future  research  products. 

Our  thanks  go  out  to  all  those  who  participated. 
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APPENDIX  A 
Demographics  of  entire  Criminal  Justice  Survey 
(Aggregate  of  all  four  modules) 


I.   SEX  (Check  one) 

(   )  Male 
Frequency  Reported  %  of  Total 


(   )  Female 
Frequency  Reported  %  of  Total 


1193 


II.   AGE: 


64.5% 


658 


Age  Group  in  Years 

30  and  Under 

31  to  40 
41  to  49 
50  to  58 
58  and  Up 


III.   RACE  (Check  one) 

Race 

White 

Black 

Native  American 

Spanish  American 

Asian  American 

Other 

IV.   MARITAL  STATUS 

Status 

Married 
Single 
Divorced 
Widowed 


V.   OCCUPATION: 

Occupation 

Professional 
Managers 
Sales 
Clerical 


Frequency  Reported 

390 
366 
336 
371 
349 


Frequency  Reported 

1771 
0 
33 
6 
1 
6 


Frequency  Reported 

1529 

160 

110 

71 


Frequency  Reported 

222 

167 

57 

124 


35.5% 
Missing  =  82 


%  of  Total 

21.5% 
20.1% 
18.5% 
20.5% 
19.3% 
Missing  =  121 


%  of  Total 

97.5% 
0 

1.8% 

.3% 

.1% 

.3% 

Missing  =  116 


% 

of   Total 

81.8% 
8.6% 
5.9% 
3.8% 

MJ 

Lssing  = 

63 

%  of  Total 

13.3% 

10.0% 

3.4% 

7.4% 


V.   OCCUPATION  (Continued) 


Occupation 


Frequency  Reported 


%  of  Total 


Craftsmen 

Operatives 

Transport 

Laborers,  Nonfarm 

Farmers,  Ranchers 

Laborers,  Farm 

Service 

Private  Household 

Students 

Retired 

Unemployed 

Military 

Other 


115 

7 

51 

84 

90 

6 

56 

245 

45 

216 

7 

19 

261 


6.9% 

.4% 

3.1% 

5.0% 

5.4% 

.4% 

3.3% 

14.7% 

2.7% 

12.9% 

.4% 

1.1% 

9.6% 

Missing  =  261 


VI.   YEARLY  FAMILY  INCOME: 
Income 

1.  $5,000  and  under 

2.  $5,001  to  $10,000 

3.  $10,001  to  $15,000 

4.  $15,001  to  $20,000 

5.  $20,001  to  $25,000 

6.  $25,001  to  $30,000 

7.  $30,001  to  $35,000 

8.  $35,001  to  $40,000 

9.  Over  $40,000 


Frequency  Reported 

63 

263 
375 
332 
147 

94 

23 

24 

36 


%  of  Total 

4.6% 
19.4% 
27.6% 
24.5% 
10.8% 

6.9% 

1.7% 

1.8% 

2.7% 
Missing  =  576 


VII.   NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  IN  THIS  HOUSEHOLD: 


Size  of  Household 


Frequency  Reported 


%  of  Total 


I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 


179 

579 

343 

350 

227 

82 

32 

20 

0 

3 

2 


9.9% 

31.9% 

18.9% 

19.3% 

12.5% 

4.5% 

1.8% 

1.1% 

0 

.2% 

.1% 

Missing  =116 
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VIII.   TYPE  OF  COMMUNITY  IN  WHICH  THIS  HOUSEHOLD  IS  LOCATED. 

Type  of  Community  Frequency  Reported       %  of  Total 


Rural 

Suburban 

Urban 


IX.   COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE: 

County 

Beaverhead 

Big  Horn 

Blaine 

Broadwater 

Carbon 

Carter 

Cascade 

Chouteau 

Custer 

Daniels 

Dawson 

Deer  Lodge 

Fallon 

Fergus 

Flathead 

Gallatin 

Garfield 

Glacier 

Golden  Valley 

Granite 

Hill 

Jefferson 

Judith  Basin 

Lake 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Liberty 

Lincoln 

McCone 

Madison 

Meagher 

Mineral 

Missoula 

Musselshell 

Park 

Petroleum 

Phillips 

Pondera 

Powder  River 


553 
491 
764 


Frequency  Reported 

23 
10 

2 

0 

4  . 

1 
261 

2 
22 

0 
30 
36 
10 
16 
129 
109 

1 
16 

1 

6 
58 
10 

3 

31 

121 

2 
35 

4 

8 

1 

7 

212 

10 

26 

0 

0 
19 

6 


30.6% 
27.2% 
42.3% 
Missing  =  125 


%  of  Total 

1.3% 
0.6% 
0.1% 

0 
0.2% 
0.1% 
14.5% 
0.1% 
1.2% 

0 
1.7% 
2.0% 
0.6% 
0.9% 
7.2% 
6.1% 
0.1% 
0.9% 
0.1% 
0.3% 
3.2% 
0.6% 
0.2% 
1.7% 
6.7% 
0.1% 
1.9% 
0.2% 
0.4% 
0.1% 
0.4% 
11.8% 
0.6% 
1.4% 

0 

0 

1.1% 
0.3% 


iii 


IX.   COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE  (Continued) 


County 


Frequency  Reported 


%  of  Total 


Powell 

Prairie 

Ravalli 

Richland 

Roosevelt 

Rosebud 

Sanders 

Sheridan 

Silver  Bow 

Stillwater 

Sweet  Grass 

Teton 

Toole 

Treasure 

Valley 

Wheatland 

Wibaux 

Yellowstone 


17 
1 

51 

14 
9 
7 

14 
0 

99 
3 
2 
4 

14 
0 

20 

2 

0 

308 


0.9% 
0.1% 
2.8% 
0.8% 
0.5% 
0.4% 
0.8% 

0 
5.5% 
0.2% 
0.1% 
0.2% 
0.8% 

0 
1.1% 
0.1% 

0 
17.1% 
Missing  =  136 


X.   NAME  OF  NEAREST  CITY  OR  TOWN: 


Frequency 

%  of 

City 

Reported 

Total 

Alb er ton 

20 

1.0 

Anaconda 

16 

0.8 

Baker 

9 

0.5 

Belgrade 

8 

0.4 

Belt 

3 

0.2 

Big  Timber 

2 

0.1 

Billings 

281 

14.5 

Bozeman 

88 

4.6 

Broadus 

4 

0.2 

Brockton 

1 

0.1 

Browning 

3 

0.2 

Butte 

91 

4.7 

Cascade 

2 

0.1 

Chester 

2 

0.1 

Chinook 

2 

0.1 

Choteau 

2 

0.1 

Circle 

1 

0.1 

Columbia  Falls 

9 

0.5 

Columbus 

1 

0.1 

Conrad 

9 

0.5 

Culbertson 

I 

0.1 

Cut  Bank 

12 

0.6 

City 

Darby 

Deer  Lodge 

Dillon 

Dutton 

East  Helena 

Ekalaka 

Ennis 

Eureka 

Fairfield 

Fairview 

Forsyth 

Fort  Benton 

Gerald ine 

Glasgow 

Glendive 

Great  Falls 

Hamilton 

Hardin 

Havre 

Helena 

Hot  Springs 

Judith  Gap 


Frequency 

%  of 

Reported 

Total 

5 

0.3 

10 

0.5 

23 

1.2 

1 

0.1 

6 

0.3 

1 

0.1 

1 

0.1 

6 

0.3 

1 

0.1 

2 

0.1 

5 

0.3 

1 

0.1 

1 

0.1 

14 

0.7 

24 

1.2 

233 

12.1 

21 

1.1 

7 

0.4 

51 

2.6 

125 

6.5 

3 

0.2 

1 

0.1 

iv 


X.   NAME  OF  NEAREST  CITY  OR  TOWN  (Continued) 


Frequency 

%  of 

Frequency 

%  of 

City 

Reported 

Total 

City 

Reported 

Total 

Kalispell 

86 

4.4 

Ryegate 

1 

0.1 

Laurel 

19 

1.0 

St.  Ignatius 

6 

0.3 

Lewistovm 

12 

0.6 

Shelby 

13 

0.7 

Libby 

23 

1.2 

Sheridan 

1 

0.1 

Livingston 

20 

1.0 

Sidney 

12 

0.6 

Lodge  Grass 

1 

0.1 

Stanford 

1 

0.1 

Manhattan 

4 

0.2 

Stevensville 

8 

0.4 

Miles  City 

22 

1.1 

Superior 

2 

0.1 

Missoula 

181 

9.4 

Thompson  Falls 

4 

0.2 

Moore 

1 

0.1 

Three  Forks 

6 

0.3 

Opheim 

1 

0.1 

Troy 

2 

0.1 

Philipsburg 

6 

0.3 

Twin  Bridges 

2 

0.1 

Plains 

4 

0.2 

Valier 

6 

0.3 

Plevna 

1 

0.1 

Virginia  City 

1 

0.1 

Poison 

9 

0.5 

Walkerville 

2 

0.1 

Poplar 

4 

0.2 

West  Yellowstone 

4 

0.2 

Red  Lodge 

2 

0.1 

Whitefish 

21 

1.1 

Richey 

1 

0.1 

Whitehall 

5 

0.3 

Ronan 

9 

0.5 

Wolf  Point 

4 

0.2 

Roundup 

8 

0.4 

Other 

107 

5.5 

MISSING 

202 

10.4 

XI.   DO  YOU  LIVE  WITHIN  THE  CITY  LIMITS? 

Answer  Frequency  Reported 


Yes 
Mo 


1178 
673 


%  of  Total 

63.6% 

36.4% 

Missing  =  82 
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